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1  And  unto  the  angel  of  the  church  in 
Sar'dis  write;  These  things  saith  he  that 
hath  the  seven  Spirits  of  God,  and  the  seven 
stars;  I  know  thv  works,  that  thou  hast  a  name 
that  thou  livest,  and  art  dead. 

2  Be  watchful,  and  strengthen  the  things 
that  remain,  ihat  are  ready  to  die:  for  I  have 
not  found  thy  works  perfect  before  God. 

3  Remember  therefore  how  thou  hast  re¬ 
ceived  and  heard  :  and  hold  fast,  and  repent. 
If  therefore  thou  shalt  not  watch,  I  will  come 
on  thee  as  a  thief,  and  thou  shalt  not  know 
what  hour  I  will  come  upon  thee. 

4  Thou  hast  a  few  names  even  in  Sar'dis 
which  have  not  deliled  their  garments;  and 
they  shall  walk  with  me  in  white:  for  they 
are  worthy. 

5  He  that  overcometli,  the  same  shall  be 
clothed  in  white  raiment;  and  I  will  not  blot 
out  his  name  out  of  the  book  of  life,  but  I  will 
confess  his  name  before  my  Father,  and  before 
his  angels. 

6  He  that  hath  an  ear,  let  him  hear  what 
the  Spirit  saith  unto  the  churches. 

7  And  to  the  angel  of  the  church  in  Ptiil- 
a-del'phi-a  write ;  These  things  saith  he  that 
is  holy,  he  that  is  true,  he  that  hath  the  key  of 


Da'vid,  he  that  openeth,  and  no  man  sliulteth 
and  shutteth,  and  no  man  openeth. 

8  I  know  thy  works :  behold,  I  have  set 
before  thee  an  open  door,  and  no  man  can 
shut  it :  for  thou  hast  a  little  strength,  and  hast 
kept  my  word,  and  hast  not  denied  my  name. 

9  Behold,  I  will  make  them  of  the  syna¬ 
gogue  of  Sa'tan,  which  say  they  are  Jews, 
and  are  not,  but  do  lie;  behold,  I  will  make 
them  to  come  and  worship  before  thy  feet,  and 
to  know  that  I  have  loved  thee. 

10  Because  thou  hast  kept  the  word  of  my 
patience,  I  also  will  keep  thee  from  the  hour 
of  temptation,  which  shall  come  upon  all  the 
world,  to  try  them  that  dwell  upon  the  earth. 

11  Behold,  I  come  quickly  :  hold  that  fast 
which  thou  hast,  that  no  man  take  thy  crown. 

12  Him  that  overcometli  will  I  make  a 
pillar  in  the  temple  of  my  God,  and  he  shall 
go  no  more  out :  and  I  will  write  upon  him 
the  name  of  my  God,  and  the  name  of  the 
city  of  my  God,  which  is  new  Je-ru'sa-lem, 
which  cometh  down  out  of  heaven  from  my 
God;  and  I  will  write  upon  him  my  new 
name. 

13  He  that  hath  an  ear,  let  him  hear  what 
the  Spirit  saith  unto  the  chuiches. 
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GOLDEN  TEXT  —Hold  fast  that  which  thou  hast,  that  no  man  taka  thy  crown 
Rev.  iii.  11. 


LESSON 

In  our  last  lesson  we  learned  that  Jesus 
is  our  ever-present  friend,  as  truly  with  his 
people  as  though  they  could  see  him  walk¬ 
ing  in  the  midst  of  his  churches.  He  gives 
light  and  wisdom  to  guide  them,  power  to 
do  his  will  and  overcome  temptation  and  sin; 
and  for  the  comfort  of  each  one  he  says, 
“Fear  not,  I  am  v/ith  you  always.”  But 
we  must  not  forget  that  Jesus  also  knows 
when  we  do  wrong,  and  we  may  expect  him 
to  reprove  us  for  every  sin  and  neglect  of 
duty,  as  well  as  reward  us  for  doing  well. 
When  the  apostle  John  saw  Jesus  in  the 
visisn,  the  Savior  sent  by  him  a  message  to 
seven  different  churches  in  Asia,  and  he 
says  to  all,  “He  that  hath  an  ear,  let  him 
hear.” 

Our  lesson  to  day  is  from  two  of  those 
letters — those  sent  to  the  church  at  Sardis 
and  Philadelphia.  It  is  addressed  to  the 
angel  of  the  church:  that  means  to  their 
minister-.  First  we  learn  who  it  is  that 
sends  the  message  (ver  7).  He  is  the  holy 
one;  the  true  (faithful)  one:  the  mighty 
one,  (for  he  eati  open  or  shut  the  door  as 
he  pleases,  and  no  one  can  hinder  him);  the 
8th  verse  shows  that  he  is  the  all-wise  one  •. 


STORY. 

He  says.  “[  know  Thy  works;”  and  the 
gracious  one,  for  he  says,  “I  have  set  before 
thee  an  open  door  and  no  man  can  shut  it;” 
that  is,  he  himself  had  opened  the  way  for 
them,  to  the  IJeavely  Kingdom,  and  would 
bring  them  safely  there.  Then  he  tells  us 
why  he  would  do  this.  Notice  what  h 
says:  “Because  thou  hast  kept  my  word 
and  hast  not  denied  my  name,  I  also  will 
keep  thee.”  Then  (verse  10)  he  tells  us  of 
the  crown  he  has  for  those  who  love  him 
and  tells  them  to  hold  fast,  so  that  no  one 
else  should  get  it.  It  won’t  do  for  any  one 
who  loves  the  Lord  to  grow  careless  or  for¬ 
get  him.  We  must  be  “faithful  unto  death.” 
We  must  “watch  and  remember.”  We 
must  “hold  fast  unto  the  end.”  We  must 
“overcome  the  wicked  one:”  and  if  we 
earnestly  try  to  do  this,  we  will  find  that 
Jesus,  the  faithful  and  mighty  oue,  is  near 
at  hand,  to  help  and  keep  and  bless  us. 
Surely  if  He  has  set  before  us  an  open  door 
into  his  Kingdom,  we  need  not  fear  that 
any  man  can  shut  it,  for  he  will  surelp  bring 
us  into  the  city,  and  give  us  each  a  crown 
of  life. — Jacobs. 


QUESTIONS. 

What  five  things  do  we  learn  about  Jesus  What  has  he  promised  to  do  for  us?  I  will 
in  this  lesson?  That  he  is  the  holy,  help  thee. 

faithful,  mighty,  all- wise  and  gracious  What  word  of  comfort  does  he  speak  ?  Be- 
one.  hold  I  have  loved  thee. 

What  does  he  say  about  us?  I  know  thy  What  had  they  done  to  him?  Kept  his 
works.  word  and  not  denied  his  name. 

What  has  he  set  before  us?  An  open  door.  What  is  the  golden  text? 

Who  can  shut  it  ?  No  man  can  shut  it. 

PARAPHRASE  OF  THE  TEXT. 


1  And  to  the  angel,  or  minister,  of  the  future  ages  ;  and  that  hath  in  his  hand  the 
church  in  Sardis,  write,  These  things  saith  seven  stars,  which  represent  the  ministers 
he  that  hath  the  seven  spirits  of  God  ;  he  of  the  churches,  all  whose  motions  he  con- 
who  presides  over  and  orders  the  dispensa-  tinues  to  govern  and  direct,  according  to 
tions  of  the  Spirit,  with  respect  to  his  var-  his  all-wise  and  gracious  pleasure  ;  I  know 
ious  gifts  and  graces,  and  produces  thereby  thy  works  ;  that  thou  dost  not  answer  that 
such  wonderful  events  as  shall  astonish  vll  character  which  thou  generally  maintainest 


1  he  leachers'  Journal.. 


353 


in  neighboring  churches!,  for  religion  and 
piety.  I  know  that  thou  hast  a  name  that 
thou  livest  ;  thou  makest  a  splendid  profes¬ 
sion,  and  many  of  thy  brethren  are  deceived 
by  thy  apparent  zeal  ;  hut  thou  art  indeed 
dead  :  there  is  little  real  religion  lying  at 
thy  heart,  nor  do  the  uniform  fruits  of  it 
prevail  in  thy  life  and  conversation. 

2  Be  watchful,  therefore,  that  the  whole 
may  not  he  lost  ;  and  strengthen  the  things 
which  remain,  and  which  are  ready  to  die  ; 
for  T  have  not  found  thy  works  tilled  up  in 
the  sight  of  God,  with  that  care  and  fidel¬ 
ity  with  which  they  ought  to  have  been 
discharged  ;  and  he,  therefore,  cannot  be¬ 
hold  thee  with  the  same  approbation  and 
delight,  as  he  does  more  active,  more  dili¬ 
gent  and  more  resolute  Christians.  And 
this  thy  declension  in  religion  is  the  more 
aggravated,  as  thou  hast  had  so  many  ad¬ 
vantages  for  improvement. 

3  Remember,  therefore,  how  thou  hast 
received  and  heard  :  for  though  thou  mayst 
forget  these  advantages,  they  are  all  dis¬ 
tinctly  in  my  view  •;  and  let  it  therefore  be 
thy  care  to  hold  fast  what  yet  remains  ;  and 
to  repent  of  that  negligence  by  which  thou 
hast  lost  so  many  opportunities  :  therefore 
unless  thou  art  watchful,  I  do  now  solemnly 
warn  thee,  that  I  will  come  upon  thee  by 
some  alarming  and  awful  interposition  of 
my  providence,  on  a  sudden,  as  a  thief,  on 
those  who  are  buried  in  sleep  ;  and  thou 
shalt  not  know  at  what  hour  I  will  come 
upon  thee  ;  and  the  surprise  will  throw  thee 
into  the  greatest  consternation  and  distress. 

4  But  I  will  do  thee  the  honor,  and  the 
justice,  to  say,  that  thon  hast  a  few  names 
and  people,  even  in  Sardis,  corrupt  and  in¬ 
dolent  as  the  general  state  of  it  is,  who 
have  not  polluted  their  garments  with  the 
abominations  by  which  so  many  have  con¬ 
tracted  gross  defilements.  And ,  as  they 
have  been  distinguished  by  then-  fidelity 
and  their  zeal,  I  will  distinguish  them  by 
my  special  favor,  and  raise  them,  ere  long, 
to  those  seats  of  complete  purity  and  glory, 
where  they  shall  walk  with  me  in  white 
robes,  and  attend  my  joyful  and  triumphant 
train  :  for  they  are  worthy  of  such  distin¬ 
guished  honor,  as  they  have  been  especially 
careful  to  keep  themselves  from  those  evil's 
which  havebeen  generally  prevailing  around 
them. 

5  As  for  the  conqueror,  he  shall  be 
clothed  in  wbita  raiment ;  every  victor 
shall  wear  the  habit  of  festivity  and  tri¬ 
umph.;  and  I  will  not  blot  out  his  name 
from  the  book  of  life  ;  but  as  he  is  enrolled 
among  my  faithful  people,  he  shall  ever 
continue  in  their  number  ;  and  when  the 


register  shall  be  read  over  in  the  presence 
of  God  in  the  great  day,  I  will  confess  his 
name  before  my  Father,  and  befeie  the  full 
assembly  of  his  glorious  angels,  and  not  be 
ashamed  to  acknowledge  him  as  my  friend 
and  my  favorite 

6  He  that  hath  an  ear  to  hear,  let  him 
hear  what  the  Spirit  saith  to  all  the  church¬ 
es  ;  and  let  every  one  that  hears,  be  anima¬ 
ted  by  so  glorious  a  hope,  to  exert  his  ut¬ 
most  efforts  in  this  holy  and  honorable 
warfare. 

7  And  now,  to  the  angel,  or  minister,  of 
the  churce  in  Philadelphia,  write,  These 
things  saith  the  holy  One,  and  the  true 
One,  he  who  claims  perfect  holiness  and  in¬ 
variable  truth,  as  necessary  and  essential 
to  his  nature,  in  a  manner  which  no  crea¬ 
ture  can  pretend  to  ;  he  whose  authority  in 
the  church  of  God  is  so  uncontrollable,  that 
it  may  truly  be  said,  he  has  the  key  of  the 
house  of  David  ;  he  who  openetb,  and  no 
man  shutteth,  and  shutteth,  and  no  man 
openeth ;  insomuch  that  Eliakim,  who  is 
spoken  of  in  such  terms  of  honor,  (Isa. 
xxii.  22,)  was  only  a  type  of  him. 

S  I  well  know  thy  works,  how  exemplary 
they  are ;  and  behold,  I  have  used  the 
power  of  the  key  which  is  in  my  hand,  in 
such  a  manner,  that  I  have  set  before  thee 
an  open  door,  and  no  man  can  shut  it:  I 
give  thee  a  power  and  opportunity  of 
spreading  my  gospel,  which  none  shall  take 
from  thee;  because  thou  hast,  at  least,  a 
little  strength;  and  thou  hast  used  it  well, 
and  hast  courageously  kept  my  word,  and 
hast  not  denied  my  name,  though  many 
attempts  have  been  made  to  drive  thee  to 
do  it. 

9  Behold,  I  will  give,  as  it  were,  into 
thy  power,  those  hypocritical  wretches  [who 
are]  indeed  of  the  synagogue  of  Satan,  and, 
under  all  the  solemn  guise  of  religious  wor¬ 
ship,  are  carrying  on  his  cause  and  interest  : 
they  say  they  are  Jews,  and  pretend  to  be 
my  people,  and  are  not,  but  lie.  Behold,  I 
say,  I  will  give  them  into  thy  power;  and  I 
will  make  them  to  come  and  worship  before 
thy  feet;  and  they  shall  know  that  I  have 
loved  thee,  finding  I  have  evidently  sup¬ 
ported  thy  cause  and  interest  against  all 
that  have  opposed  it. 

10  Because  thou  hast  kept  the  word  of 
my  patience,  that  gospel  which  I  have 
myself  by  such  patient  suffering  in  my 
human  nature  established  in  the  world,  and 
by  which  I  at  once  exercise  and  support 
the  faith  and  patience  of  my  people;  I  also 
will  keep  thee  from  the  hour  of  temptation, 
which  shall  come  upon  all  the  world,  to  try 
all  the  inhabitants  of  these  parts  of  the 
earth:  my  hand  shall  remarkably  appear  in 
sheltering  thee  from  the  dangers  by  which 
others  fall,  and  in  strengthening  thee  in 
proportion  to  the  trial. 

11  Behold,  I  come  quickly,  to  put  an 
end  to  those  exeicises  which  are  for  the 
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present  so  painful;  keep  that  which  thou 
hast  with  resolute  fidelity,  that  no  man  take 
thy  crown  from  thee,  even  that  crown  of 
everlasting  glory  which  will  be  the  gracious 
reward  of  thy  continued  fidelity. 

12  As  for  the  conqueror,  I  will  make 
him  a  pillar  of  distinguished  ornament  and 
beauty;  and  I  will  not  only  fix  him  near 
but  in  the  temple  of  my  God  above,  and  he 
shall  stand  there  upon  an  unshaken  and 
everlasting  basis,  so  that  he  shall  go  Out  no 
more:  and  he  shall  bear  the  marks  of  im¬ 
mortal  honour:  for  I  will  inscribe  upon  him 
the  name  of  my  God,  under  whose  auspicious 
influence,  the  grand  victory  has  been  gained, 
and  under  whose  protection  this  sacred 
monument  of  it  shall  for  ever  remain.  And 
1  will  also  inscribe  the  name  of  the  city  of 
my  God,  even  the  New  Jerusalem,  as  it  is 
that  to  which  he  belongs,  and  of  which  he 


is  free,  even  that  New  Jerusalem,  which  is 
come  down  from  heaven  from  my  God,  and 
shall  soon  be  represented  to  thee.  O  John, 
in  a  most  glorious  vision;  and  he  shall  bear 
my  new  name,  the  name  which  I  have  ac¬ 
quired  by  that  great  expedition  which 
brought  me  into  the  world,  and  carried  me 
through  so  many  labours  and  sufferings; 
even  that  of  the  Redeemer  of  sinners;  under 
which  character  I  will  own  him  for  one  of 
my  redeemed,  who  fought  under  my  banner, 
and  overcame  his  enemies  by  my  influence 
and  my  blood. 

13.  He  that  hath  an  ear,  let  him  atten¬ 
tively  hear  what  the  Spirit  saith  to  the 
c'  inches;  for  addresses  of  this  kind  are 
made  not  to  a  particular  person,  or  to  one 
c.iristiau  society  alone,  but  are  indeed  of 
more  extensive,  and  even  universal  con¬ 
cern. — Doddridge. 


BLACKBOARD  EXERCISES. 


The  upper  lines  on  our  Black  Board  Illus¬ 
tration  is  the  Goldeu  text  on  to  days  lesson. 
The  middle  lines  express  the  central  truth  of 
this  lesson.  The  scroll  represents  the  Book 
of  Life  in  which  the  names  of  the  Redeemed 
aie  written.  The  Pillar  represents  the  Chris¬ 
tian  in  the  church,  with  Jesus'  name  written 
on  the  forehead.  It  further  represents  that 
we  should  stand  fiirn  for  Jesus,  to  support 
religion,  be  an  ornament  in  the  church,  and 
to  keep  off  sin  and  temptation. — C.  F.  Lin- 
di:;. 

LESSON  HYMN. 

•‘Courage  !’’  your  Captain  cries, 

Who  all  your  toil  foreknew  ; 

“Toil  ye  shall  have,  yet  all  despise  ; 

I  have  o’ercome  for  you.” 

See  there  the  starry  crown. 

That  glitters  through  the  skies  : 

Satan,  the  world,  and  sin.  tread  down, 
And  take  the  glorious  prize. 
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EXPLANATORY  NOTES. 


The  apostle  records  the  message  sent  to 
each  of  the  four  churches  in  Ephesus,  Smyr¬ 
na,  Pergamos  and  Tbyatira,  and  then  writes 
to  the  church  at  Sardis,  and  the  one  at  Phil¬ 
adelphia. 

I  All  these  epistles  begin  with  a  reference 
to  some  of  the  attributes  of  the  Savior; 

II.  These  introductions  are  followed  with 
the  formual,  I  know  thy  work*. 

III.  The  peculiar  characteristics  of  each 
church  are  referred  to,  with  a  sentence  of 
approbation  or  disapprobation  expressed  in 
regard  to  their  conduct.  To  the  churches 
at  Smyrna  and  Philadelphia  he  expresses 
his  entire  approbation;  to  Sardis  and  Lao- 
dicea,  he  administers  a  decided  rebuke;  To 
the  churches  of  Ephesus,  Pergamos,  and 
Thyatira,  he  intermingles  praise  and  re¬ 
buke. 

IV.  There  is  a  solemn  admonition  to 
hear  what  the  Spirit  has  to  say  to  the 
churches. 

V.  There  then  is  some  promise  or  assur¬ 
ance  assigned  to  encourage  the  church,  and 
urge  it  forward  in  the  discharge  of  duty,  or 
in  enduring  trial. — Barnes. 

The  sub?ect  for  the  present  lesson  is  the 
epistles  for  the  churches  at  Sardis  and 
Philadelphia.  The  spirit  of  the  epistle  to 
Sardis  is  one  of  rebuke,  and  solemn  denun¬ 
ciation.  Even  the  promise,  v.  5.  is  tinged 
with  the  same  hue. 

1.  Unto  the  angel.  The  word  angel 
means  a  messenger,  one  who  is  sent  to  bear 
a  message  or  communication,  Here  it 
means  the  pastor  or  bearer  of  God’s  mes¬ 
sage  to  his  people. 

Sardis.  The  capital  of  the  ancient  king¬ 
dom  of  Lydia,  is  situated  at  the  foot  of 
Mount  Tmolus,  in  a  fine  plain,  watered  by 
the  liver  Pactolus,  famed  for  its  golden 
sands.  Under  Croesus,  its  last  king,  it  was 
one  of  the  most  splendid  and  opulent  cities 
in  the  East. 

It  was  distroyed  by  an  earthquake  in  the 
reign  of  Tiberias,  but  at  once  rebuilt,  re¬ 
maining  a  flourishing  city,  until  the  18th 
century,  when  it  wTas  totally  overthrown  by 
Tamerlane  the  Tartar.  The  present  village 
among  its  ruins  is  called  Sait. 

He  that  hath  the  seven  Spirits  of  God.  By 
even  the  Spirits^  we  must  understand  the 


Holy  Ghost  “sevenfold  in  his  operations.’’ 

The  manifold  gifts,  operations,  energies 
of  the  Holy  Ghost;  are  here  represented 
under  the  number  seven,  being,  as  it  is,  the 
number  of  completeness  in  the  church. 

Compare  chap  1.  4,  where  these  seven 
Spirits  are  first  spoken  of,  also  chaps,  iv.  5, 
v.  6. 

Therefore  is  it  that  we  say  in  the  Nicene 
Creed,  “God  the  Holy  Ghost  proceeding 
from  the  Father  and  the  Son.”  Christ  is 
said  to  have  the  “Seven  Spirits,”  as  the 
Holy  Spirit  is  called  the  Spirit  of  Christ, 
and  is  said  to  receive  of  Christ’s. 

Seven  stars.  Since  the  stars  are  the  an¬ 
gels  (guides,  teachers,  leaders  or  ministers) 
of  the  seven  churches  (i.  20),  we  must  see 
in  this  combination  a  hint  of  the  relation 
between  Christ,  as  the  giver  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  and  as  the  author  of  a  ministry  of 
living  men  in  his  church  ;  this  ministry  of 
theirs  resting  wholly  on  these  gifts. 

Stars  imply  brilliancy  and  glory  ;  the  ful¬ 
ness  of  the  Spirit  aud  the  fulness  of  bril¬ 
liant  light  in  him  form  a  designed  contrast 
to  the  formality  which  he  reproves. 

I  know  thy  works.  Expressing  his  omni¬ 
science.  Not  merely  thy  profession,  desires, 
good  resolutions” 

Name. .  .livest. ..  .dead.  “A  name,”  that 
is  a  reputation.  Sardis  was  famed  among  the 
churches  for  spiritual  vitality;  yet  the  Heart- 
searcher,  who  seeth  not  as  man  seetb,  pro¬ 
nounced  her  dead  ;  how  great  searchings  of 
heart  should  her  case  create  among  even  the 
best  of  us;  Laodicea  deceived  herself  as  to 
her  true  state,  v.  17.  but  it  is  not  written  that 
she  had  a  high  name  among  the  other 
churches,  as  Sardis  had. 

2.  Be  watchful.  Become  awake,  and 
watch.  The  present  spiritual  condition  is 
here  represented  as  sleep  (in  verse  1  as 
death),  from  which  the  church  should  wake 
up,  watchfulness  being  implied. 

To  the  angel  and  the  church  that  was 
gliding  into  this  state  of  spiritual  torpor 
and  death,  the  command  comes. — Pluhtre. 

Strengthen  the  things  which  remain. 
Strengthen  those  of  thy  remaining  few 
graces,  which,  in  thy  spiritual  deadly  slum¬ 
ber,  are  not  yet  quite  extinct. — Alford. 

I  have  not  found  thy  works  perfect  (com- 
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plete,  filled  up)  before  God.  Up  to  the 
mark  and  measure  of  being  acceptable  to 
him;  i.e.,  not  wrought  in  that  living'  faith 
which  alone  renders  human  works  accept¬ 
able  to  God,  by  uniting  them  to  him  on 
whom  the  Father  looks  with  perfect  ap¬ 
proval. — Alford. 

Death  and  sleep  are  in  natural  things 
like  one  another,  and  in  spiritual  things  are 
almost  one:  It  is  the  commencement  of  true 
salvation  to  a  soul,  when  it  is  awakened  out 
of  sleep. — Bengel. 

3.  Received  and  heard.  Hold  fast  that 
which  thou  hast  received  with  the  heart; 
repent  lest  thou  have  heard  with  the  ears 
in  vain. 

"The  general  idea  is  plain,  that  there 
was  something  strange  and  unusual  in  the 
way  in  which  they  had  been  led  to  embrace 
the  gospel,  and  that  it  was  highly  proper  in 
these  circumstances  to  look  back  to  the 
clays  when  they  gave  themselves  to  Christ.” 

They  are  bidden  to  revive  their  languish¬ 
ing  faith  by  recalling  to  their  minds  the 
warm  feelings  with  which  they  had  first 
heard  the  good  tidings.  So  St.  Paul  urges 
the  Galatians  to  a  better  state  of  mind  by 
reminding  them  of  their  feelings  of  earlier 
days,  Gal.  iv.  14. 

And  holdfast.  Or.  “keep  it,”  i.e..  what 
they  had  received. 

And  repent.  Return  to  the  state  of  mind 
which  has  been  called  to  remembrance. 

As  a  thief.  “To  spiritual  sleepers  the 
Lord,  as  Judge,  always  comes  as  a  thief  in 
the  night  (Matt.  xxiv.  42).”  (Lange.) 

The  last  day  is  hidden  from  us,  that  every 
day  may  be  observed  by  us.  — Augustine. 

Christ  applies  the  language,  which  in  its 
fullest  sense  describes  his  second  coming  in 
special  judgments  on  churches  and  states 
— as  Jerusalem, — Matt,  xxiv.  These  special 
judgments  beiug  anticipatory  earnests  of 
that  last  great  coming, 

Shalt  not  know  what  hour.  The  thief 
gives  no  notice  of  his  coming.  The  Greek 
proverb  was  that  “the  feet  of  the  avenging 
deities  are  shod  with  wool,”  expressing  the 
noiseless  approach  of  the  divine  judgments, 
and  their  possible  nearness  at  the  moment 
they  were  supposed  to  be  farthest  off. 

4.  A  few  names.  That  is  a  few  persons. 

Names  enough,  but  only  a  few  among 

them  of  which  the  bearers  did  honor  to  their 


names:  whereas  there  should  have  been  as 
many  true  Clnistians  as  there  were  names 
in  tbeir  church. — Stuart. 

Persons  named  in  the  book  of  life,  v.  5, 
known  by  name  by  the  Lord  as  his  own. 

The  gracious  Lord  does  not  overlook  any 
exceptional  cases  of  real  saints  in  the  midst 
of  unreal  professors. 

Not  defiled  their  garments.  The  garments 
of  their  Christian  profession,  of  which  bap¬ 
tism  is  the  initiatory  seal,  whence  the 
candidates  for  baptism  used  in  the  ancient 
churches  to  be  arrayed  in  white. 

And  they  shall  walk  with  me  in  white. 
“The  white  robes,  with  their  bright  hue  of 
victory’  (Bengel),  are  peculiar  to  the  inhab¬ 
itants  of  heaven  (verse  5;  chap.  vi.  11,  vii. 
9,  xix.  8 '. 

They  shall  walk  with  me  in  white.  The 
promised  reward  accords  with  the  character 
of  those  to  be  rewarded:  keeping  their  gar¬ 
ments  undefiled  and  white  through  the 
blood  of  the  Lamb  now,  they  shall  walk 
w  ith  him  in  wrhite  hereafter. 

“Walk”  implies  spiritual  life,  for  only 
the  living  walk;  also  liberty,  for  it  is  only 
the  free  wTho  walk  at  large. 

They  are  worthy.  With  the  worthiness 
not  their  own,  but  that  which  Christ  has 
put  on  them,  Prv.  vii.  14;  Ezek,  xvi.  14. 
“Perfect  through  my  comliness  which  I  had 
put  upon  them.” 

Grace  is  glory  in  the  bud. 

“The  worthiness  here  denotes  a  congruity 
between  the  saints  state  of  grace  on  earth, 
and  that  of  glory,  which  the  Lord  has  ap¬ 
pointed  for  them,  about  to  be  estimated  by 
the  law  itself  of  grace.” — Yitringa. 

5.  He  that  overcometh.  He  that  gains  the 
victory,  conqueror.  Life,  and  the  Christian 
life  especially,  may  be  regarded  as  a  war¬ 
fare.  Thousands  fall  in  the  conflict  with 
evil;  but  they  who  maintain  steady  warfare, 
and  who  achieve  a  victory  shall  be  received 
as  a  conquerors  in  the  end, — Barnes. 

Shall  be  clothed  in  white.  Not  a  dul 
white,  but  glittering  dazzling  white.  See 
Matt.  xiii.  43. — Grottos, 

The  body  transfigured  into  the  likeness 
of  Christ’s  body,  and  emitting  beams  of 
light,  reflected  from  him,  it  is  probably  the 
white  raiment  promised  here. 

Raiment.  “Garment.”  He  that  over¬ 
cometh  shall  receive  the  same  reward  as 
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those  who  have  not  defiled  their  garments; 
therefore  the  two  are  identical. 

Blot  out _ name  out  of _ Book  of  life. 

Of  the  heavenly  city, — A  register  was  kept 
in  ancient  cities,  of  their  citizens:  The 
names  of  the  dead  were,  of  course,  erased. 
So  those  that  have  a  name  that  they  live 
and  are  dead  (v.  1.)  are  blotted  out  of  God’s 
roll  of  the  heavenly  citizens,  and  heirs  of 
eternal  life. 

They  who  are  blotted  out  of  the  book, 
lose  the  inheritance  (which  they  might  have 
secured)  just  as  unworthy  Israelites  were 
cut  off  from  the  inheritance  of  their  fathers. 

Confess  his  name  before  my  Father.  Ac¬ 
knowledge  him  as  his  disciple,  as  belong¬ 
ing  to  him. 

Here  we  have  the  distinct  echo  of  words 
which  the  apostle  had  once  heard  from  the 
Master’s  lips  while  he  was  yet  on  earth. 
Natt.  x.  23;  Luke  xii.  8.— Plumptre. 

Each  name  in  the  book  of  life  will  be 
publicly  acknowledged  by  Christ,  the  judge 
at  the  last  day,  as  that  of  our  belonging  to 
him  as  his  purchased  possession. 

6.  He  V  at  hath  ears  to  hear.  These 
words  proclaim  to  us  that  they  are  matters 
of  weightiest  concernment  to  the  whole 
church  of  God. 

Every  man  hath  an  ear  naturally,  but  he 
alone  will  be  able  to  hear  spiritually  to 
whom  God  hath  given  “the  hearing  ear,” 
whose  ear  God  hath  wakened  and  opened. 

What  the  Spirit  saith.  We  are  taught  by 
these  words  how  absolute  is  the  identity 
between  the  workings  of  the  £on  and  the 
Holy  Ghost;  how  truly  the  Spirit  is  the 
Spirit  of  the  Son,  as  well  as  of  the  Father. 

To  the  churches.  Hence  all  of  the  epistles 
are  intended  for  all,  though  each  was  speci¬ 
ally  applicable  to  the  particular  church  to 
which  it  was  addressed. 

7.  To  the  angel  of  the  church  in  Philadel¬ 
phia.  To  the  minister  of  the  church  in 
Philadelphia. 

This  church  and  the  one  in  Smyrna,  alone 
of  the  seven  receive  unmixed  praise. 

Philadephia  is  in  Lydia,  28  miles  south 
east  of  Sardia,  built  by  Attalus  Philadel- 
phus,  king  of  Pergamos,  who  died,  A.  D. 
138. 

It  was  often  visited  by  earthquakes,  but 
is  still  of  considerable  extent  and  is  called 
by  the  Turks  Alah  Scliar.  It  is  said  to 


contain  rains  of  24  churches  which  shows 
that  the  promise  of  increase  was  fulfilled. 

It  is  one  of  the  churches  to  which  Ignati¬ 
us  wrote.  His  lettc-r  is  extant  and  treats  of 
the  necessity  of  watching,  the  danger  of 
listening  to  Judaizing  teachers,  and  the 
interpretation  of  the  Old  Testament  by  a 
reference  to  Christ. 

He  thud  is  Holy.  As  in  the  Old  testament 
the  Holy  One  of  Israel.  Thus  Jesus  and 
the  God  of  the  Old  Testament  are  one. 
None  but  God  is  absolutely  holy,  opposed 
to  “the  Synagogue  of  Satan.”  v.  9. 

He  ihat  is  true .  Very  God  as  distin¬ 
guished  from  the  false  gods,  and  from  all 
those  who  say  that  they  are,  what  they  are 
not  (v.  9),  real,  genuine. 

Holy  as  the  Father  is  holy,  true  as  he  is 
true. 

Hath  the  key  of  David.  The  key  of  the 
house  of  David  was  kept  by  the  stewart  of 
his  house:  it  was  the  province  of  this  official 
to  grant  or  deny  access  to  the  king,  and  to 
decide  all  questions  of  presentibility  at 
court. — Lvxge. 

The  key  is  a  symbol  of  power  and  au¬ 
thority,  David  being  a  type  of  Christ,  “the 
house  of  David”  can  mean  nothing  less 
'than  the  heavenly  house,  the  kingdom  of 
heaven,  and  the  Lord  is,  in  fact,  declaring 
I  have  the  keys  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven. 
It  depends  upon  him,  the  supreme  steward 
in  the  house  of  God,  who  shall  see  the 
King’s  face,  and  who  shall  be  excluded 
from  it. 

He  that  openeth,  and  no  man  shutteth. 
Christ  only  has  power  to  admit  into  and 
exclude  from  his  kingdom,  to  enlarge  the 
work  and  apportunities  of  his  Church,  and 
to  contract  them. — Alford. 

The  words  of  this  text  are  manifestly 
taken  from  Isaiah  xxii.  22.  The  key  of  the 
house  of  David  will  I  lay  upon  his  shoulders; 
so  he  shall  open,  and  none  shall  shut;  and 
he  shall  shut  and  none  shall  open. 

The  following  passage  occurs  in  the  letter 
of  Ignatius  to  the  church  in  Philadelphia : 

“Good  are  the  priests,  but  better  is  the 
great  High  Priest,  to  whom  alone  have 
been  entrusted  the  holy  of  holies,  the 
hidden  things  of  God — he  being  himself  the 
door  of  the  Father,  by  whom  enter  in 
Abraham  and  Isaac  and  Jacob,  and  the 
Prophets,  and  the  Apostles  and  the  Church, 
all  one  in  God.” 
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8.  1  know  thy  works.  These  words  stand 
by  themselves,  not  as  connected  with  what 
follows  below.  They  are  words  of  comfort 
to  the  Philadelphian  church. — Alford. 

An  open  door.  The  door  of  admission  is 
opened,  converts  shall  press  in,  and  none 
shall  hinder  them. 

An  opportunity  for  the  mission  work  of 
the  church,  which  appears  to  be  the  true 
sense  here,  by  what  follows  in  v.  9,  promis¬ 
ing  conversion  of  those  who  were  now  foes. 
—Alford.  1  Cor.  16:  9,  2  Cor.  2:12;  Col.  4: 

Thou  hast  a  little  strength.  They  were 
probably  but  a  little  flock,  poor  in  worldly 
goods,  of  small  account  in  the  eyes  of  men, 
having  “little  strength,”  the  fitter  therefore 
that  God  should  be  glorified  in  them  and  by 
them. 

Hast  kept  my  word.  The  church  has 
already  proved  its  faithfulness  by  confessing 
Christ  in  tribulation;  therefore  the  Lord 
will  grant  it  spiritual  success  exceeding  the 
measure  of  its  eternal  power. — Lange. 

9.  The  synagogue.  The  synagogue  was  a 
Jewish  place  of  worship,  but  the  word 
originally  denotes  the  assembly  or  congre¬ 
gation. 

Synagogue  of  Satan.  Though  they  wor¬ 
shiped  in  a  synagogue,  and  professed  to  be 
the  worshippers  of  God,  yet  they  were  not 
worthy  of  the  name,  and  deserved  rather  to 
be  regarded  as  in  the  service  of  Satan. 

Say  they  are  Jews.  Who,  though  they 
were  of  Jewish  extraction,  and  professed  to 
be  Jews,  were  not  true  Jews,  were  not 
worthy  of  the  name. 

The  Jews,  who  might  have  been  “the 
church  of  God,”  had  now,  by  their  opposi¬ 
tion  and  unbelief,  become  “the  synagogue 
of  Satan.”  So  “the  throne  of  Satan”  rep¬ 
resents  the  heathen's  opposition  to  Christi¬ 
anity;  “the  depths  of  Satan”  the  opposition 
of  Heretics. — J.  F.  and  B. 

I  will  make  them  to  come  and  worship,  Sfc. 
In  reward  for  their  faithfulness,  they  should 
see  some  of  the  fierce  gainsayers  and  op- 
posers  falling  on  their  faces,  and  owning 
that  God  was  with  them  of  a  truth. 

The  general  idea  here  is,  that  false  relig¬ 
ion  shall  pay  homage  to  Christian  moral 
power,  which  comes  in  contact  with  it. 

The  literal  meaning  is  “I  give  thee  of  the 
synagogue.”  I  give  thee  some  of  the  Jews. 
Not  all  the  Jews  in  Philadelphia,  but  a  cer¬ 


tain  number  of  them  was  to  come  over. 

10.  The  word  of  my  patience.  The  word 
in  which  I  have  recommended  to  my  fol¬ 
lowers  my  patience,  the  patience  with 
which  Christ  suffered  the  many  injuries 
through  which  he  passed. 

“The  word  of  my  endurance”  is  my  gos¬ 
pel-word  which  teaches  pa  dent  endurance  in 
expectation  of  my  coming  (ch.  1:  9).  My 
endurance  is  the  endurance  which  I  require, 
and  which  I  practice.  Christ  himself  now 
endures,  patiently  waiting  until  the  usurper 
be  cast  out,  and  all  “his  enemies  be  made 
his  footstool.”  So,  too,  his  Church,  for  the 
joy  before  her  of  sharing  h’s  coming  king¬ 
dom,  endures  patiently. — J.  F.  and  B. 

Will  keey  thee.  Not  so  as  to  be  exempt 
from  but  saved  in,  temptation.  Christ  will 
keep  them  from  all  the  harm  which  Satan 
had  plotted  to  bring  upon  them. 

The  hour  of  temptation.  Times  of  great 
trial  and  tribulation. — Lange.  His  lan¬ 
guage  implies  that  a  fierce  and  wide-spread 
persecution  was  about  to  come  upon  all  the 
churches,  for  their  stern  and  searching 
trial. — Cowles. 

Upon  all  the  world.  May  either  denote 
the  whole  world,  or  the  whole  Roman  em¬ 
pire,  or  a  large  district  of  country,  or  the 
land  of  Judea.  It  is  not  known  what  trial 
is  referred  to. 

To  try  them.  All  external  suffering  is 
both  a  trial  and  a  temptation  though  all 
temptation  is  not  suffering. 

The  temptation  here  foretold  as  coming 
upon  all  the  world,  were  such  calamities  and 
sufferings  as  should  try  them  all;  try  be¬ 
lievers,  whether  they  would  keep  firm  to 
their  professions;  try  unbelievers  whether 
they  would  yet  turn  to  God  and  be  saved. 

11.  I  come  quickly.  Precisely  because 
tnis  promise  was  made  to  a  body  of  believ¬ 
ers  in  the  first  century,  there  can  be  no 
definite  expression  of  time  iu  “quickly.” 
It  refers,  rather,  to  the  suddenness  of  the 
advent. 

“These  words,  which  form  thq  burden  of 
this  whole  book,  are  here  manifestly  to  be 
taken  as  an  encouragement  and  comfort  to 
the  Philadelphian  church,  arising  from  the 
nearness  of  the  Lord’s  coming  to  reward 
her.” — Alford. 

Hold  fast  that  V<ou  hast.  Whatever  of 
truth  and  piety  you  may  now  possess,  what¬ 
ever  progress  already  made. 
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No  man  take  thy  crown.  That  no  one 
take  away  the  victor’s  wreath  awaiting 
thee  at  the  goal.  It  is  not  that  the  robber 
takes  it  for  himself,  but  that  it  might  be 
thus  lost. 

It  is  not  like  an  earthly  crown,  which 
one  man  may  take  from  another  to  place  it 
•on  his  own  head.  The  words,  “that  no 
man  take  it  from  thee,”  simply  mean  that 
thou  be  not  deprived  of  it. 

12.  Him  that  over corneth.  He  that  gains 
the  victory.  A  promise  of  future  blessed¬ 
ness,  belonging  not  to  the  church  militant 
on  earth,  but  the  church  triumphant  in 
heaven. — Trench. 

A  pillar  in  the  temple.  Like  the  colossal 
pillars  before  Solomon's  temple,  Boaz,  that 
is  “In  it  is  strength,”  and  Jachin,  “It  shall 
be  established,”  only  that  those  pillars 
were  outside,  these  shall  be  within  the 
temple.  “Such  a  pillar  or  column  was 
partly  for  ornament,  and  was  necessary  for 
the  support  of  the  temple.” — Barnes. 

Shall  go  no  more  out.  In  that  heavenly 
household  the  son — every  son  who  has 
once  entered — abidetli  forever. 

Who  would  not  yearn  for  that  city  out  of 
which  no  friend  departs,  and  into  which  no 
enemy  enters. — Augustine. 

Write  upon  him  the  name  of  my  God.  As 


the  name  of  Jehovah,  “Holiness  to.  the 
Lord,”  was  on  the  golden  plate  on  the  high 
priest’s  forhead,  so  the  saints  in  their  heav¬ 
enly  royal  priesthood,  shall  bear  his  name 
openly,  as  censecrated  to  him. 

The  name  of  the  city  of  my  God.  “What 
the  name  of  the  city  is,  we  are  told  (Ezek. 
xlviii.  35):  “The  Lord  is  there.”  Any 
other  name  would  but  faintly  express  the 
glory  of  it;  having  the  glory  of  God.  Rev. 
xxi.  ii,  23,  He  that  has  the  name  of  his 
city  written  upon  him  is  hereby  declared 
free. — Trench. 

As  one  of  its  citizens.  The  full  descrip¬ 
tion  of  the  city  forms  an  appropriate  close  • 
of  the  book  of  Revelation.  The  saints 
citizenship  is  now  hidden,  but  then  it  shall 
be  manifest.  He  shall  have  the  right  to 
enter  in  through  the  gate  into  the  city. 

Which  is  New  Jerusalem.  In  contrast 
with  the  old,  worn  out,  sinful  city  bearing 
the  same  name. — Trench. 

This  was  the  city  which  Abraham  looked 
for. 

My  new  name.  At  present  incommuni¬ 
cable  and  only  known  to  God;  to  be  here¬ 
after  revealed  and  made  the  believer's  own 
in  union  with  God  in  Christ. 

Christ’s  name  written  on  him  denotes 
that  he  shall  be  wholly  Christ’s. 


PRACTICAL  REFLECTIONS. 


The  marks  upon  Christs’  elect. 

Each  title  is  of  the  utmost  significance  in 
the  instructions  to  Aaron  and  his  successors 
for  solemnly  pronouncing  a  blessing. 

I.  The  name  of  my  God.  The  Lord  said. 
“And  they  shall  put  my  name  upon 
lhe  children  of  Israel;  and  I  will  bless 
them.  Numb.  vi.  27. 

II.  The  name  of  the  city  of  my  God*  In 
the  vision  of  Ezekiel's  vision  we  read, 


“And  the  name  of  the  city  from  that 
day  shall  be,  The  Lord  is  there.” 

III.  My  new  name,  answers  to  the  name 
written  that  no  man  knew  but  he 
himself.  Rev.  xix.  12  In  the  same 
chapter  we  are  told,  “His  name  is 
called  the  Word  of  God.”  And  He 
hath  on  his  vesture  and  on  his  thigh  a 
name  written  “King  of  Kings  and 
Lord  of  Lords.” 


QUESTIONS. 


1,  To  what  church  is  this  letter  addressed? 
Where  was  Sardis  ? 

Who  is  meant  by  “the  angel  of  the 
church  ? 

From  whom  does  the  message  come  ? 
What  is  meant  by  the  seven  Spirits  of 
God? 

Who  are  meant  by  the  seven  stars  ? 
What  does  he  say  of  the  church’s  con¬ 
dition  ? 


How  is  this  state  expressed  in  2  Tim. 
3.  4? 

2.  What  two  commands  and  reasons  for 

them  are  given  in  verse  2  ? 

What  should  be  the  Christian's  work? 
Matt.  v.  28. 

3.  What  are  the  three  commands  in  verse  3? 
What  warning  is  also  given  ? 

How  is  this  stated  in  Matt.  xxiv.  42, 
and  1  Thess.  v.  2  ? 
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4.  What  good  was  to  be  found  in  Sardis  ? 
What  promise  was  given  them? 

How  is  this  expressed  in  Rev.  xix.  8? 

5.  What  are  the  promises  to  him  that 

ovcrcometh  ? 

How  may  we  overcome  ?  John  v.  4. 

6.  What  is  the  command  in  verse  6  ? 

7.  To  whom  was  the  message  given  in 

verse  7  ? 

Where  is  Philadelphia  situated  ? 

What  five  things  does  Christ  say  of 


himself  in  this  verse  ? 

8.  What  had  Christ  set  before  this  church? 
What  had  this  church  done? 

What  does  Christ  say  in  John  xiv.  21? 

9.  What  class  of  people  are  named  in 

verse  9  ? 

What  is  said  of  such  in  Rom.  ii.  28,  29?' 
What  were  these  destined  to  do  ? 

10.  What  had  this  church  kept  ? 

11.  What  promise  was  given  to  this  church? 

1 2.  How  many  promises  are  given  in  vr.  12? 


LESSON  X.— NOV.  7.— THE  HEAVENLY  SONG. 
Rev.  v.  1-14.  Goldex  text. — Rev.  12. 


1  And  I  >aw  in  the  right  hand  of  him  that 
sat  on  the  throne  a  book  written  within  and  on 
the  back  side,  sealed  with  seven  seals. 

2  And  I  saw  a  strong  angel  proclaiming 
with  a  loud  voice,  Who  is  worthy  to  open  the 
book,  and  to  loose  the  seals  thereof? 

3  And  no  man  in  heaven,  nor  in  earth, 
nor  under  the  earth  was  able  to  open  the  book, 
neither  to  look  thereon. 

4  And  I  wept  much,  because  no  man  was 
found  worthy  to  open  and  to  read  the  book, 
neither  to  look  thereon. 

5  And  one  of  the  elders  saith  unto  me, 
Weep  not:  behold,  the  Lion  of  the  tribe  of 
Ju/da,  the  Root  of  Da'Vid,  hath  prevailed  to 
open  the  book,  and  to  loose  the  seven  seals 
thereof. 

6  And  I  beheld,  and,  lo,  in  the  midst  of 
the  throne  and  of  the  four  beasts,  and  in  the 
midst  of  the  elders,  stood  a  Lamb  as  it  had 
been  slain,  having  seven  horns  and  seven  eyes, 
which  are  the  seven  Spirits  of  God  sent  forth 
into  all  the  earth. 

7  And  he  came  and  took  the  book  out  of 
the  right  hand  of  him  that  sat  upon  the  throne. 

8  And  when  he  had  taken  the  book,  the 
four  beasts  and  four  and  twenty  elders  fell 
down  before  the  Lamb,  having  every  one  of 


them  harps,  and  golden  vials  full  of  odorsr 
which  were  the  prayers  of  saints. 

9  And  they  sung  a  new  song,  saying. 
Thou  art  worthy  to  take  the  book,  and  to  open 
the  seals  thereof:  for  thou  wast  slain,  but  hast 
redeemed  us  to  God  by  thy  blood  out  of  every 
kindred,  and  tongue,  and  people,  and  nations; 

10  And  hast  made  us  unto  our  God  kings 
and  priests:  and  we  shall  reign  on  the  earth. 

11  And  I  beheld,  and  I  heard  the  voice  of 
many  angels  round  about  the  throne  and  the 
beasts  and  the  elders :  and  the  number  of  them 
was  ten  thousand  times  ten  thousand,  and 
thousands  of  thousands ; 

12  Saying  with  a  loud  voice,  Worthy  is 
the  Lamb  that  was  slain  to  receive  power,  and 
riches,  and  wisdom,  and  strength,  and  honor, 
and  glory,  and  blessing. 

13  And  every  creatnre  which  is  in  heaven,, 
and  on  the  earth,  and  under  the  earth,  and 
such  as  are  in  the  sea,  and  all  that  are  in  them, 
heard  I  saying,  Blessing,  and  honor,  and 
glory,  and  power,  be  unto  him  that  sitteth 
upon  the  throne,  and  unto  the  Lamb,  for  ever 
and  ever. 

14  And  the  four  beasts  said,  Amen.  And 
the  four  and  twenty  elders  fell  down  and 
worshiped  him  that  liveth  for  ever  and  ever. 


GOLDEN  TEXT.— Worthy  ia  the  Lamb  that  was  slain  to  receive  power,  and 
riches,  and  wisdom,  and  strength,  and  honor,  and  glory,  and  blessing.  Rev.  v.  12. 


LESSON  STORY. 


Our  lesson  to-day  is  called  ‘-The  Heavenly 
Song.”  Verses  1  to  8  tell  us  that  in  the 
right  hand  of  Him  that  sat  upon  the  throne 
was  a  hook  written  within,  and  sealed  with 
seven  seals.  Then  a  great  Angel  asks, 
“Who  is  worthy  to  open  the  Book  ?”  This 
book  contained  the  purposes  of  God  and  the 
future  history  of  his  church,  and  no  man 
was  good  enough  or  wise  enough  to  know 
these:  so  it  is  said  “no  man  in  heaven  nor 
in  earth”  was  worthy  to  open  the  book  or 
even  to  look  thereon.  Then  said  one  of  the 


Elders,  “Behold  the  Lion  of  Juda  hath 
prevailed  to  open  the  book.”  And  the 
apostle  looked  and  beheld  in  the  midst  of 
the  throne  “A  Lamb,  as  it  had  been  slain; 
and  he  came  and  took  the  book:”  and  then 
all  the  holy  ones  in  heaven  fell  down  before 
the  Lamb  and  sang  this  heavenly  song  of 
praise  and  glory  to  Him.  You  will  see  at 
once  that  this  was  JESUS  “the  Lamb  of 
God,”  and  our  lesson  teaches  us  that  this 
Saviour  whom  we  love  so  dearly  on  earth, 
is  also  counted  worthy  of  the  highest  praises 
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in  heaven.  We  learned  in  lesson  viii  of  last  they  thought  him  worthy.  But  then  we  see 
quarter  that  God  has  given  him  “A  name  (vs.  11-12)  that  a  great  host  of  angels,  ten 
above  every  name,”  and  this  lesson  shows  thousand  times  ten  thousand,  joined  the 
us  that  indeed  there  is  none  like  him  in  song,  singing  the  very  words  of  our  Golden 
heaven  or  on  errth.  Notice  what  they  said  Text,  and  then  (vs.  13  and  14)  every  creature 
about  him.  "Thou  art  worthy;  For  thou  in  heaven  and  earth  joined  the  great  chorus 
wast  slain,  and  hast  redeemed  us  to  God  by  saying,  ’‘Blessing  and  honor  and  glory  and 
thy  blood.”  These  then  were  ‘"the  re-  power  be  unto  Him  that  sitteth  upon  the 
deemed  ones,”  who  had  been  bought  by  the  throne  and  unto  the  Lamb  forever  and 
blood  of  Christ  out  of  every  nation.  No  ever.” — Jacobs. 
wonder  they  did  not  forget  him.  No  wonder 

QUESTIONS. 


What  did  John  see  in  this  wision?  A  book 
in  the  right  hand  of  him  sitting  on’  the 
throne. 

Who  was  this  sitting  on  the  throne  ?  Jesus 
Christ  our  Savior. 

What  question  did  the  angel  ask  ?  Who  is 
worthy  to  open  this  book. 

What  was  written  in  this  book  ?  All  that 
God  intended  to  do  for  his  church  in 
heaven  and  on  earth. 

Who  alone  was  found  worthy  to  open  the 


book?  Jesus,  who  is  the  Lamb  of  God. 

What  name  has  been  given  to  Jesus  ?  A 
name  above  every  name,  even  King  of 
kings  and  JjOid  of  Lords. 

Who  will  sing  the  new  song  in  heaven  ?  All 
that  have  been  redeemed  from  every  part 
of  the  world. 

What  has  Christ  secured  for  us  ?  That  we 
should  become  kings  and  priests  to  God 
and  reign  with  him  forever. 

Who  also  sang  praises  to  Jesus?  The  angels. 


•  PARAPHRASE 

1  And,  having  observed  the  particulars 
mentioned  above,  I  saw  in  the  right  hand 
of  him  who  sat  on  the  glorious  throne 
already  described,  the  volume  of  a  book,  or 
scroll,  written  on  both  sides,  within  and 
without,  for  though  I  saw  only  the  outside, 
perceiving  it  inscribed  with  characters,  I 
naturally  concluded  the  inside  was  full;  and, 
as  it  was  rolled  up,  it  was  sealed  with  seven 
strong  seals,  eaeh  of  wince  belonged  to  a 
distinct  leaf. 

2  And  I  saw  a  mighty  angel,  who  wore, 
in  his  appearance,  the  evident  marks  of 
dignity  and  power,  proclaiming  with  a 
great  voice,  and  saying,  Who  is  worthy  to 
open  the  mysterious  book  which  is  in  the 
hand  of  God,  and  to  loose  its  seals,  and  so 
to  disclose  its  wonderful  contents  ? 

3  And  upon  this  I  saw  an  universal 
blank  confusion  upon  every  countenance; 
so  that  it  plainly  appeared  that  no  one 
among  all  the  creatures  of  God,  in  heaven, 
or  upon  earth,  or  under  the  earth,  was  able 
to  open  the  book,  or  look  into  it. 

4  And,  as  I  had  an  earnest  desire  to  know 
the  contents,  and  had  pleased  myself  with  a 
secret  expectation  that  some  extraordinary 
discovery  was  to  be  made  to  me  and  to  the 


OF  THE  TEXT. 

church  from  thence,  it  grieved  me  exceed¬ 
ingly,  insomuch  that  I  wept  abundantly, 
because  no  one  was  found  worthy  to  open 
and  read  the  book:  nor  indeed,  so  much  as 
to  look  into  it. 

5  And  as  the  grand  act  of  adoration,  in 
which  the  elders  had  joined  with  the  living 
creatures,  to  him  that  sat  on  the  throne, 
was  over,  one  of  the  elders  said  to  me,  Weep 
not;  behold,  the  Lion,  who  is  of  the  tribe  of 
Judah,  (that  excellent  Person  to  whom  that 
oracle  relating  to  Judah,  in  which  he  was 
described  under  the  token  of  a  lion,  to  rep¬ 
resent  his  invincible  strength  by  which  he 
shall  triumph  over  all  his  enemies,  (Gen. 
xlix.  9,  10.)  principally  referred)  he  hath 
conquered  this  great  difficulty:  He  who  is 
the  Root  that  was  to  spring  from  the  stock 
of  David,  when  it  seemed  to  be  withered  in 
the  earth,  hath  prevailed  to  open  the  book, 
and  to  loose  its  seven  seals;  so  that  thou 
shalt  soon  hear  its  contents;  for  he  is  ap¬ 
pointed  by  God  to  penetrate  and  discover 
those  secret  decrees,  which  are  concealed 
from  every  creature  in  heaven,  and  on  earth, 
and  under  the  earth. 

6  And  I  beheld,  and  lo,  to  my  great 
astonishment,  in  the  mi  ace,  between 
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the  throne  and  the  four  living  creatures, 
and  in  the  midst  of  the  elders,  who  made  a 
kind  of  semicircle  about  them,  there  stood 
this  illustrious  Person,  whose  title  I  had 
just  been  hearing;  and,  though  he  was 
spoken  of  by  the  name  of  the  Lion  of  the 
tribe  of  Judah,  to  express  the  terrors  of  his 
wrath  against  his  implacable  enemies,  the 
symbol  of  his  person,  in  this  mysterious 
vision,  was  very  different;  for  he  appeared 
as  a  Lamb,  who  had  been  slain  for  sacrifice, 
and  wore  the  recent  marks  of  slaughter,  in 
the  blood  on  his  throat  and  breast;  and  this 
Luinb  was  of  a  very  uncommon  form,  having 
seven  horns  and  seven  eyes,  instead  of  two 
of  each:  and  this  I  understood  as  a  mysteri¬ 
ous  represehtation  of  extraordinary  power 
and  knowledge,  and  of  the  wonderful  degree 
in  which  the  Spirit  of  God  was  poured  out 
upon  the  Person  whom  this  visionary  Lamb 
represented:  for  there  are  the  seven  spirits 
of  God,  sent  forth  into  all  the  earth;  they 
represent  that  divine  energy,  which  operates 
every  where;  and  of  exerting  which,  the 
most  illustrious  angels  have  often  the  honor 
to  be  ministers. 

6  And  he  came  nea.r  to  the  seat  of 
Majesty,  and  took  the  book  out  of  the  right 
hand  of  him  who  sat  upon  the  throne;  which 
I  understood  as  a  symbol,  to  intimate  that 
the  Lore  Jesus  Christ,  whom  I  knew  to  be 
represented  by  this  slaughtered  Lamb,  was 
appointed  to  reveal  the  secret  decrees  of 
God,  and  to  give  me  those  discoveries  which 
I  so  much  desired  to  receive, 

8  And  when  he  rsceived  the  book  in  the 
manner  I  have  described,  the  four  living 
wreatures  and  the  twenty-four  elders  fell 
dov  n  before  the  Lamb,  in  token  of  humble 
reverence  and  adoration;  and  these  elders 
appeared  as  a  choir  of  humble  worshippers 
in  the  temple  of  God,  having  every  one 
harps  of  gold,  with  which  they  played  in 
sweet  harmony,  to  aid  the  music  of  their 
voices;  and  they  had  also  golden  vials,  or 
censers,  full  of  perfumes,  which  are  the 
prayers  of  saints;  for,  as  I  understood  these 
elders  to  be  the  representatives  of  the 
church,  I  apprehended  that,  in  allusion  to 
the  incense  offered  in  the  temple  while  the 
people  were  praying,  this  circumstance  had 
a  reference  to  prayer,  and  was  intended  to 
show  how  acceptpble  it  is  to  God,  when  it 
proceeds  from  an  holy  and  upright  heart. 


9  And  they  sang  a  new  song,  excellent 
in  its  kind,  and  composed  on  a  much  greater 
occrsion,  and  in  much  sublimer  strains  of 
divine  harmony,  than  those  which  the 
priests  and  Levites  sang  in  the  temple  at 
Jerusalem;  saying,  worthy  art  thou  to  take 
the  book  from  the  hand  of  God,  and  to 
open  the  seals  thereof;  for  thou,  O  blessed 
Lamb  of  God,  who  takes  away  the  sins  of 
the  world,  thou  wast  slain  to  expiate  our 
guilt,  and  thou  hast  redeemed  us  to  God  by 
thy  precious  blood,  from  the  dominion  of 
sin.  the  tyranny  of  Satan,  the  curse  ol  the 
law,  and  the  wrath  of  a  justly  incensed 
Deity,  whose  servants  and  favorites  we  are 
now  becomes,  in  consequence  of  thy  kind 
and  gracious  interposition.  And  we  are 
now  assembled  round  his  throne,  out  of 
every  tribe,  and  language,  and  people,  and 
nation,  near  and  afar  off,  sacred  and  profane 
learned  and  barbarious;  wherever  we  were 
dispersed,  thou  hast  found  us,  and  into 
whatever  bondage  and  misery  we  were  suuk, 
thy  power  and  thy  mercy  have  rescued  us. 

10  And  thou  hast  made  us  to  our  God 
kings  and  priests;  we  are  robed  in  purity 
and  majesty,  we  are  crowned  with  gold; 
and  here  we  appear  in  these  priestly  offices, 
which  we  perform  with  the  splendour  of 
princes;  and  we  shall  reign  on  earth:  the 
Christian  cause  shall  prevail  through  all 
ages;  while  the  happy  souls  who  have  passed 
courageously  through  their  trials  upon 
earth,  come  hither  in  their  appointed  sea¬ 
sons,  and  share  the  honours  of  thy  triumph¬ 
ant  kingdom. 

11  And  I  beheld  this  glorious  scene  with 
inexpressible  pleasure;  and  while  my  soul 
was  all  attention,  I  also  heard  the  voice  of 
many  angels  round  about  the  throne,  and 
of  the  living  creatures,  which  betokened  in 
general  the  angelic  nature,  and  of  the  elders 
which  represented  the  church.  And  a 
multitude  appeared  joining  the  choir,  so 
exceeding  great,  that  the  number  of  them 
was  myriads  of  myriads,  and  thousands  of 
thousands;  I  was  ready  to  apprehend  that 
neither  thousands  nor  millions  were  suffi¬ 
cient  to  express  them. 

12  And  there  was  not  so  much  as  a 
jarring  voice,  or  a  cold  and  languid  heart  in 
the  whole  assembly;  but,  with  united  ardour 
and  lrarn  ony,  they  were  sajing,  with  aloud 
voice,  Worthy  is  the  Lamb  that  was  slaugh. 
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tered,  to  receive  power  over  universal 
nature,  and  all  the  riches?  it  can  boast. — 
Worthy  is  he,  to  whom  we  should  ascribe 
consumate  and  unsearchable  wisdom,  and 
resistless  might,  and  peerless  honour,  and 
resplendent  glory,  and  immortal  blessing; 
even  he  who  once  appeared  under  a  cloud 
of  weakness  and  poverty,  and  under  the 
imputation  of  folly,  loaded  with  dishonour 
and  infamy,  with  reproaches  and  curses: 
worthy  is  he  of  all  the  dignity  and  glory, 
the  benediction  and  homage,  of  the  heavenly 
world,  throughout  the  endless  ages  of 
eternity! 

13  And  while  the  multitude  of  the 
heavenly  hosts  were  singing  this  sublime 
anthem,  every  creature  which  is  in  heaven, 
and  on  the  earth,  and  under  the  earth,  and 
such  as  are  in  the  sea,  even  all  things  that 


are  in  them,  in  every  various  form  of  nature, 
seemed  to  echo  back  the  voice;  and  I  heard 
them  saying,  To  him  who  sits  upon  the 
throne,  and  to  his  Son  the  Lamb,  the 
worthy  Partaker  of  his  throne  and  kingdom, 
[be]  perpetual  blessings,  and  the  profound- 
est  honour,  and  consummate  glory,  and 
almighty  strength,  ascribed  for  ever  and 
ever. 

14  And  the  four  living  creatures  said, 
Amen,  to  this  hymn,  to  testify  their  hearty 
concurrence;  and,  at  the  same  time,  the 
twenty-four  elders  fell  down  before  the 
throne,  and  worshipped  him  who  liveth  for 
ever  and  ever;  acknowledging  him  to  be 
infinitely  superior  to  all  those  services  which 
the  most  exalted  powers  of  created  nature 
are  capable  of  rendering. — Doddridge. 


BLACKBOARD  EXERCISER. 


Let  your  prayers  and  your 
songs  come  from  the  heart,  like 
David,  when  he  sang,  unto  G-od. 
Th:  Lord  is  m  strength,  with 
my  song  will  I  praise  him;  then 
shall  we  be  numbered  with  those 
who  sing  before  the  throne  of 
God  forever. 

The  following  liues,  copied 
from  the  “Little  Learner’s  Ques¬ 
tion  Book,”  may  be  app  ropriate 
1 1  this  illustration: 

With  harps  and  with  vials  there 
stands  a  great  throng — 

In  the  presence  of  Jesus,  who 
sing  this  new  song 
LTnto  Him  who  hath  loved  us  and 
washed  us  from  sin, 

LTnto  him  be  the  glory  forever. 
Amen. — C.  F.  Lindig. 


EXPLANATORY  NOTES.  • 

Connection. — Having  received  the  mes-  a  vision  of  the  24  elders,  the  four  living 
ge  to  the  seven  churches,  the  Apostle  has  creatures,  and  the  book  with  seven  seals, 
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which  the  Lamb  only  could  open.  This  is 
the  theme  of  the  Heavenly  song. 

To  the  Scholar. — As  you  study  this  lesson, 
think  seriously  whether  you  will  he  one  of 
those  who  shall  sing  the  heavenly  song. — 
TtlCE. 

I.  In  the  right  hand.  The  right  hand  was 
open,  and  the  hook  lay  on  the  open  hand. 
So  in  cli.  xx.  1. 

The  lying  on  the  open  hand  imports,  that, 
on  God's  part,  there  was  no  withholding  of 
the  future  purposes  as  contained  in  this 
book. — Alford. 

Him  that  sat  on  the  throne.  (See  ceap.  iv. 
2-0.)  God  the  Father  Almighty,  thus  de¬ 
scribed  throughout,  and  distinguished  from 
the  Son  (chap.  vi.  16,  vii.  10)  and  from  the 
Spirit  (chap.  iv.  5).  Compare  also  chap, 
iv.  8-11. 

A  hook ,  or  roll.  Unquestionably  this 
book  is  in  imitation  of  Ezkiel  ii.  8-10. 

Whitten  within,  fyc.  The  roll  was  writ¬ 
ten  on  both  sides:  commonly  but  one  was 
used,  hence  the  notice. 

The  book  is  here  the  hook  of  the  future 
destinies  of  the  church  and  of  her  fortune 
as  related  to  her  pursecuting  enemies. — 
Cowles. 

Sealed,  with  seven  seals.  Fastened  with  7 
seals  which  were  visible  to  the  eye.  put 
successively  on  the  end  or  margin  of  the 
roll. 

When  it  was  rolled  up,  each  opening 
would  extend  only  so  far  as  to  the  next 
seal,  where  the  unrolling  would  be  arrested. 
When  the  first  seal  was  broken,  the  book 
could  be  unrolled  and  read  until  one  came 
to  the  second  seal;  and  so  in  succession  of 
the  rest. 

The  contents  of  the  book  as  a  whole  are 
not  yet  known.  The  opening  of  the  seven 
seals  revealed  but  a  little,  while  the  descrip¬ 
tion  of  the  roll,  written  on  both  sides,  and 
sealed  with  seven  seals,  indicates  complete¬ 
ness. 

2.  A  strong  angel  proclaiming  with  a  loud 
void.  So  that  he  was  heard  in  heaven,  in 
earth,  and  under  the  earth  (verse  3). 

The  epithet  “strong”  corresponds  with 
the  loud  voice  below,  which  as  appears  by 
what  follows,  penetrated  through  heaven 
and  earth  and  Hades. 

Who  is  worthy  to  open  the  hook  ?  In  the 
sense  of  having  a  rank  so  exalted,  and  at¬ 


tributes  so  comprehensive,  as  to  authorize 
and  enable  him  to  do  it.  ? 

Not  power  alone,  but  moral  fitness,  is 
required. 

This  verse  agrees  with  the  declaration 
that  the  angels  desire  to  look  into  these 
things  (1  Pet.  i.  12) :  a  desire  which  will  be 
gratified  (Eph.  iii.  10). 

3.  No  man  in  heaven  Sfc.  Heaven,  earth 
and  under- world,  by  common  use  among 
the  Hebrews  denoted  the  universe. 

No  being  in  the  universe  could  be  found 
who  was  able  to  onen  the  book;  no  one 
could  be  found  among  created  beings  who 
was  competent  to  perform  this  task. — 
Stuart. 

Neither  angels  nor  men  nor  demons  can 
unfold  the  mysteries  of  God’s  counsels. 
They  have  neither  the  power  nor  the  wor¬ 
thiness. 

Neither  to  look  thereon.  The  looking  on 
the  book  with  a  view  to  read  it;  for  the 
claim  to  open  the  book  must  be  founded  on 
the  claim  of  worthiness  to  see  that  which 
was  contained  in  it. — Alford. 

4.  And  I  wept  much  fyc.  It  seemed  as  if 
the  promised  revelation  (ch.  iv.  1.)  could 
not  be  made  to  him. 

It  had  been  promised  to  him  (ch.  4:  1) 
that  he  should  be  shown  future  events;  and 
now  it  seemed  as  if  this  promise  was  about 
to  be  frustrated  by  the  lack  of  one  worthy 
to  open  the  book;  and  his  tears  burst  forth 
in  the  earnestness  of  disappointed  desire 
after  the  fulfilment  of  the  promise. — • 
Alford. 

5.  One  of  the  elders  said  unto  me.  See  ch. 
4:  4.  The  twenty. four  elders  spoken  of 
there  are  understood  to  be,  not  angels,  but 
representatives  of  the  church. 

If  the  elders  were  the  representatives  of 
the  Church,  there  was  a  propriety  that  they 
should  address  John  in  his  trouble;  and 
they  by  experience  knew  the  power  and 
worth  of  the  Savior. — Barnes. 

Weep  not.  There  is  no  need  to  be  troub¬ 
led.  There  is  one  who  can  break  the  seals, 
and  unroll  the  book. 

The  Lion.  This  undoubtedly  refers  to 
Christ.  The  lion  is  an  emblem  of  kingly 
authority  and  power. — The  Lion  is  an 
epithet  among  the  Arabians  for  an  invin¬ 
cible  hero. 

Of  the  tribe  of  Judah.  Because  Christ 
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■sprung  from  the  tribe  of  Judah  (Heb.  7: 14);  ble  scars  indicate  its  having  once  been 
and  with  reference  to  the  declaration  of  the  slain. — Disterdick. 

dying  Jacob  respecting  Judah  (Gen.  40:  1).  Although  Christ  was  slain,  yet  he  stands. 
— Stuart.  He  was  not  overthrown ;  on  the  contrary,  by 

The  root  of  Dadd.  Not  “root  of  David,”  falling  he  stood.— Wordsworth. 
but  a  root-shoot  from  the  trunk  or  stem  of  Having  seven  horns.  The  horn  is  the 


David.  The  clause  before  us  undoubtedly 
refers  to  Isa.  11:  2. — Stuart. 

This  expression  would  connect  him 
directly  with  David,  the  great  and  glorious 
monarch  of  Israel,  and  so  having  a  right  to 
occupy  this  throne.  As  one  thus  ruling 
over  the  people  of  God,  there  was  a  pro¬ 
priety  that  to  him  should  be  intrusted  the 
task  of  opening  those  seals. — Barnes. 

Hath  prevailed.  Greek  “conquered;” 
gained  the  victory.  His  past  victory  over 
all  the  powers  of  darkness  entitles  him  now 
to  open  the  book. — J.  F  and  B. 

The  general  idea  is,  that  none  but  the 
Messiah  is  capable  of  revealing  the  secret 
counsels  of  God.  He  knows  them  all,  and 
therefore  is  able  to  disclose  them. — Stuart. 

6.  In  the  midst  of  the  throne;  i.  e.,  not  on 
the  throne  (cf.  v.  7),  but  in  the  midst  of 
the  company  (ch.  4:  4)  which  was  “round 
about  the  throne.” — I.  F.  and  B. 

Of  the  four  beasts.  (Seech.  4:)  “living,” 
■or  ‘Jiving  creatures.”  The«e  four  living 
beings  are  in  part  identical  with  the  cheru¬ 
bim  of  the  Old  Testament  (comp.  Ezek.  1 : 
5-10;  10:  20),  and  in  part  the  seraphim  of 
Isa.  6:  2. 

The  four  cherubic  forms  are  representa¬ 
tives  of  animated  nature,  of  God's  sentient 
creation, — man  among  all  animals;  the  eagle 
among  birds;  the  ox  among  cattle;  the  lion 
among  beasts,— “the  whole  creative  life  of 
nature  ”  We  have  thus  the  throne  of  God 
surrounded  by  his  Church  (represented  by 
the  twenty-four  elders)  and  his  animated 
world.— So  Alford,  Herder,  De  Wette  and 
others. 

Stood  a  lamb.  Now  conies  this  Lion,  the 
Mighty  One  whom  none  is  able  to  resist,— 
the  Yictor  par  excellence.  How  terrible 
must  be  his  aspect!  But,  lo!  a  Lamb  appears 
instead  of  the  Lion.  This  is  the  battle 
whereby  the  Lion  has  overcome;  viz.,  that 
he  has  sufl'ered  himself  to  be  slaiD  as  a 
Lamb.  It  is  only  in  the  omnipotence  of  all- 
suffering  love  that  the  greatness  of  omnipo¬ 
tence  could  be  proved. — Ebrard. 

Had  been  slain.  As  one  whose  still  visi 


symbol  of  power.  So  Seven  is  the  symbal 
of  completeness. 

Seven  eyes _ seven  spirits  of  God.  These 

represent  the  watchful,  active  operation  of 
God’s  spirit  poured  forth  through  the  death 
and  by  the  victory  of  the  Lamb,  upon  all 
flesh  and  all  creation. 

The  seven  eyes  of  the  Lamb  represent  the 
same  Spirit  in  his  sevenfold  (or  complete) 
perfection  flowing  forth,  so  to  speak,  from 
the  incarnate  redeemer  John  xiv.  16,  17,  26. 
busied  iu  his  word — will  and  word — long 
energy. — Alford. 

In  ch.  i.  3  the  seven  Spirits  are  represented 
as  in  the  God-head,  in  ch.  iii.  1.  as  belong¬ 
ing  to  Christ;  here  not  only  as  belonging  to 
him,  but  by  him  sent  forth  into  all  the 
earth. 

This  detail  is  appropriate,  where  Christ 
is  represented  as  about  to  open  the  sealed 
book  of  God’s  counsels. 

7.  He  came.  Expressive  of  the  calmest 
decision  and  certainty. — Lange. 

Took  the  book.  How  could  a  lamb  take  a 
book?  He  did  not  appear  in  the  form  of  a 
lamb  at  all,  but  John  saw  him  near  the 
throne,  and  among  the  elders,  and  was 
struck  at  once  by  his  appearance  of  meek¬ 
ness  and  innocence,  and  with  the  marks  of 
his  having  been  slain;  and  spoke  of  him  in 
the  strong  figurative  language,  such  as  John 
the  Baptist  used  John  i.  20. — Barnes. 

8.  The  four  beasts.  Living  beings. 

Four  and  twenty  elders  fell  down,  in 

worship  because  he  was  worthy  to  be  wor¬ 
shipped,  who  was  worthy  to  open  the  book. 

Having  harps.  Namely  the  elders,  not 
the  living  ones.  A  harp  is  a  kind  of  lute  or 
ciethrn.  This  symbolizes  their  praise  ac¬ 
cording  to  scriptural  usage. 

Golden  vials.  Our  word  “vial”  is  taken 
from  the  Greek  word  here  used,  which, 
however,  mean  a  bowl  or  censer,  not  a  vial 
in  our  sense. 

Full  of  odors.  Incense,  burning  and 
giving  forth  a  sweet  odor. 

The  prayers  of  the  saints.  The  twenty- 
four  elders,  representing  as  they  do  the 
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whole  church  of  God,  are  represented  as 
offering  the  praises  and  prayers  of  the  whole 
church;  the  harps  representing  the  former, 
the  censers  the  latter. — Alford. 

9.  Sing  a  new  song.  The  new  song  is  of 
the  Redeemer  and  his  work,  not  of  the  con¬ 
tents  of  the  book.  It  is  “new,”  because 
the  completeness  of  G'hrist’s  redemption 
seems  now  to  appear  for  the  first  time. 

By  his  redeeming  work  he  has  become 
the  ruler  of  the  world,  the  revealer  of  the 
secret  counsels  of  God.  Hence  in  every 
part  of  this  concert  of  praise,  “the  Lamb 
that  was  slain”  is  the  object  of  adoration. 

For  thou  wast  slain.  The  work  of  re¬ 
demption  makes  him  worthy  to  open  the 
book. 

The  mystery  of  God's  providence  as  a 
whole  lias  therefore  its  key  in  the  death  of 
Christ.  We  do  not  understand  it  yet;  but 
when  we  do,  it  will  be  through  a  better 
understanding  of  Christ’s  work. 

East  redeemed  us,  fyc.  The  one  great  re¬ 
deeming  act  on  the  cross  is  meant.  The 
fourfold  division,  “tribe,”  Ac.,  indicates 
universality. 

The  new  song  celebrates  not  only  the 
fact  of  the  astonishing  sacrifice, — the  “Lamb 
slain” — but  the  now  pending  victories  of 
the  Lamb  over  his  enemies,  and  the  triumph 
of  his  kingdom  on  earth. 

The  logic  of  this  song  should  be  noted : 
Thou  art  worthy  to  take  and  open  the  book, 
because  thou  wast  slain,  and  hast  redeemed 
thy  people  even  by  thy  blood. — Cowlf.s. 

By  thy  blood.  By  thy  atoning  sacrifice 
the  death  on  the  cross. 

Out  of  every  kindred  fyc.  People  from 
all  nations  and  peoples  will  be  saved. 
Christ's  religion  is  adapted  to  all  races  and 
nations,  and  will  triumph  in  all. 

10.  Made  us  kings  and  priests.  This 
refers  to  the  exalted  rank  and  dignity  they 
will  gave.  The  word  priests  refers  to  the 
fact  that  they  are  engaged  in  the  holy 
service  of  God,  or  that  they  offer  him  ac¬ 
ceptable  worship. — Barnes. 

“King-’  means  more  than  dignity.  The 
true  king  lias  power  which  he  uses  for  the 
good  of  others.  It  is  more  power  to  serve. 
The  Prince  of  Wales’  motto,  “Ich  diene,”  I 
serve,  is  the  true  kingsly  motto. 

“Here  we  have  three  particulars:  (1)  That 
those  who  are  bought  to  be  God’s  own  are 


made  into  a  kingdom,  namely  God’s.  (2} 
that  they  are  made  into  priests.  (3)  That 
they  are  invested  with  kingly  power.” — 
Disterdick. 

We  shall  reign  on  earth.  The  Church 
even  now  with  Christ  at  her  head,  reigns  on 
the  earth;  and  all  things  are  being  put  under 
her  feet  as  under  his.  At  least  we  have  her 
kingly  office  and  rank  asserted  even  in  the 
midst  of  persecution  and  contempt. — 
Alford. 

11.  And  I  beheld.  Or  “saw.”  He  saw 
as  well  as  heard  the  angels. 

Many  angels  round  about  the  throne.  A 
great  throng  of  angels  is  represented  as 
standing  in  a  circle  enclosing  the  area  occu¬ 
pied  by  the  throne,  the  living  creatures,  and 
the  elders,  and  uniting  in  ascribing  honor 
to  the  Lamb.  They  can  sing  “Worthy  the 
Lamb,”  but  cannot  add  “and  hast  redeemed 
us." — MacDonald. 

Round  about,  ifc.  “The  circular  arrange¬ 
ment  ot  this  celestial  army  first  demands 
our  notice;  all  of  the  vast  array  are  related 
to  the  little  inner  circle,  that  centre  of  the 
history  of  salvation.  Observe  next  their 
infinite  number:  myriads  consisting  of 
myriads,  and  thousands  consisting  of  thou¬ 
sands.” — Lange. 

Ten  thousand  times  ten  thousand.  One 
hundred  millions,  simply  innumerable  in  its 
vastness. — Alford. 

Thousands  of  thousands.  A  vast  un¬ 
counted  host,  which  one  could  not  attempt 
t>  enumerate. — Barnes. 

12.  Worthy  is  the  Lamb  that  was  slain. 
(See  v.  9.)  The  idea  here  is  that  the  fact 
that  he  was  elain,  or  was  made  a  sacrifice 
for  sin,  was  the  ground  or  reason  for  that 
which  is  here  ascribed  to  him.  In  view  of 
all  that  he  was,  and  all  that  he  has  done,  he 
is  here  spoken  of  as  worthy. — Barnes. 

Power.  Authority  to  rule  all  things. — 
Barnes. 

Riches.  All  riches  and  fullness;  not  lim¬ 
ited  to  spiritual  riches. — Alford. 

All  that  is  necessary  for  supplying  the 
wants  of  his  people. — Mann. 

Wisdom.  The  work  of  redemption  re¬ 
quired  especial  wisdom:  to  save  men  is  the 
height  of  wisdom. 

To  find  out  how  to  forgive,  and  yet  not 
increase  sinning;  to  intensify  every  motive 
for  being  good,  love,  hope,  fear,  duty,  so  as 


7  he  Teachers’  Journal. 


367 


most  powerfully  to  draw  men  to  God:  to 
co  me  down  |o  men,  and  yet  lift  them  up  t 
God,  required  divine  wisdom.  Nowhereo 
else  has  such  wisdom  been  shown.— P. 

Strength.  Ability  to  accomplish  his  ;  ur 
poses. — Barnes. 

Honor.  The  esteem  or  reverence  due  or 
paid  to  worth. — Webster. 

Glory.  That  quality  or  character  which 
•deserves  praise  and  honor. 

Blessing.  Ascribed  praise:  the  will  on 
the  creature’s  part,  though  unaccompanied 
by  the  power,  to  return  blessing  lor  blessing 
conferred. — Alford. 

13.  And  every  creature.  Creation  itself; 
the  chorus  of  assenting  praise  from  creation 
itself. — Alford. 

Which  is  in  heaven.  The  original  passage 
is  Ps.  148.  There  every  thing  in  heaven 
and  earth  is  summoned  to  praise  him. 

It  begins  in  heaven  with  the  angels,  and 
through  the  intermediate  region  of  the 
stars  passes  to  the  clouds.  The  lifeless 
there  praise  God  by  their  simple  being;  as 
also  in  Ps.  103:  21. — A.  Hengstenberg. 
r  On  the  earth,  the  sea.  Every  thing  we 
learn  about  the  earth  and  sea,  every  new 
discovery  of  science,  adds  to  our  knowledge 


of  the  wondrous  wisdom  and  gooduess  of 
God,  and  enables  us  to  understand  more  of 
the  praise  they  give  to  their  creator. 
Under  the  earth.  In  the  mines,  the  hidden 
riches  stored  in  the  earth;  not  demons,  but 
departed  spirits  in  Hades,  the  region  of  the 
dead. — Lange. 

Heard  I  say.  By  their  voices,  by  their 
very  existence . 

Blessing  &;c.  The  song  of  the  creature 
world  rightly  refers  to  the  Create: .  — Lange. 

To  him  that  sitteth  on  the  throne.  To  God 
the  Father. 

And  the  Lamb.  Christ. 

No  question  as  to  the  supreme  divinity 
of  Jesus  Christ  is  ever  raised  around  the 
t  rone  of  the  universe.  No  discordant  note 
is  heard  there,  making  the  slightest  dis¬ 
crimination  between  the  infinite  honor 
ascribed  to  Gocl,  and  the  equally  infinite 
honor  given  to  the  Lamb  that  was  slain. 
His  own  eternal  Son. — Cowles. 

14.  The  four  beasts  (living  creatures)  said 
Amen.  So  may  it  be. 

The  praise  having  made  the  circuit  of  the 
uni-erse,  comes  back  again  to  those  who 
began  it. — MacDonald. 


QUESTIONS. 


1.  Who  held  the  book '?  ch.  iv.  10,  11. 
What  book  was  this  ? 

How  was  this  book  written  and  sealed  ? 
'2.  What  was  proclaimed,  and  by  whom  ? 

3.  What  is  said  in  verse  3  ? 

4.  Why  did  John  Weep  V 

5.  What  was  said  to  comfort  John? 

What,  is  said  in  Rev.  iii.  7  ? 

Who  did  he  say  prevailed  ? 

Who  was  “the  root  of  David”?  Rev. 
xxii.  16. 

6.  Who  stood  in  the  midst  of  the  throne  ? 
What  did  John  the  Baptist  call  Christ? 

John  i.  20. 

To  what  was  Christ  compared  by  Isaiah 
liii.  7? 


How  is  he  here  described? 

What  did  the  horns  and  eyes  represent  ? 

7.  What  did  the  Lamb  do? 

8.  How  are  the  living  creatures  and  the 

elders  described  ? 

9.  What  did  they  sing  ? 

Why  was  Christ  worthy  ? 

How  have  we  been  redeemed  ?  1  Peter 
i.  18.  19. 

What  is  said  in  John  xi.  51,  52  ? 

10.  What  has  Christ  made  his  disciples  ? 

11.  What  voices  did  the  apostle  hear  ? 

12.  What  did  they  sing  ? 

13.  What  responses  were  given  through  the 

universe  ? 

Who  may  join  in  this  song? 


LESSON  XI.— DEC.  14.— THE  HEAVENLY  CITY. 
Rev.  xxi.  21-27  ;  xxii.  1-5.  Golden  Text.— Heb.  xi.  10. 


21  And  the  twelve  gates  were  twelve  pearls; 
every  several  gate  was  of  one  pearl :  and  the 
street  of  the  city  teas  pure  gold,  as  it  were 
transparent  glass. 

22  And  I  saw  no  temple  therein  :  for  the 
Lord  God  Almighty  and  the  Lamb  are  the 
temple  of  it. 


23  AntLthe  cityhad  no  need  of  the  sun 
neither  of  the  moon,  to  shine  in  it :  for  the 
glory  of  God  did  lighten  it,  and  the  Lamb  is 
the  light  thereof- 

24  And  the  nations  of  them  which  are 
saved  shall  walk  in  the  light  of  it :  and  the 
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kings  of  the  earth  do  bring  their  glory  and 
honor  into  it. 

25  And  the  gates  of  it  shall  not  he  shut  at 
all  by  day  :  for  there  shall  be  no  night  there. 

26  And  they  shall  bring  the  glory  and 
honor  of  the  nations  into  it. 

27  And  there  shall  in  no  wise  enter  into  it 
any  thing  that  defileth,  neither  whatsoever 
worketh  abomnation  or  maketh  a  lie;  but 
they  which  are  written  in  the  Lamb’s  book  of 
life. 

1  And  he  showed  me  a  pure  river  of  wafer 
of  life,  clear  as  crystal,  proceeding  out  of  the 
throne  of  God  and  of  the  Lamb. 

GOLDEN  TEXT.— For  he  looked  for  a  city  which  hath  foundations,  whose  builder 

and  maker  is  God.  Ileb.  xi.  10. 


2  In  the  midst  of  the  street  of  it,  and  no 
either  side  of  the  river,  was  there  the  tree  of 
life,  which  bare  twelve  manner  of  fruits,  and 
yielded  her  fruit  every  monrh  :  and  the  leaves 
of  the  tree  i were  for  the  healing  of  the  nations. 

3  And  there  shall  be  no  more  curse:  but 
the  throne  of  God  and  of  the  Lamb  shall  be 
in  it  ;  and  his  servants  shall  serve  him  : 

4  And  they  shall  see  his  face ;  and  his 
name  shall  be  in  their  foreheads. 

5  And  there  shall  be  no  night  there;  and 
they  need  no  candle,  neither  light  of  the  sun  ; 
for  the  Lord  God  giveth  them  light  ;  and  they 
shall  reign  for  ever  and  ever. 


PARAPHRASE 

21  And  the  twelve  gates  [were]  twelve 
pearls;  each  of  the  gates  was  of  one  undi¬ 
vided  pearl,  with  all  the  beautiful  pillars 
and  arches,  mouldings  and  cornices.  And 
the  street  of  the  city,  instead  of  being 
paved  with  common  stones,  [was]  pure 
gold,  the  substance  being  transparent  as 
glass  and  reflecting  the  light  that  shone 
upon  it,  with  a  lustre  equal  to  that  of 
polished  gold. 

22  And  whereas  the  temple  made  so 
considerable  a  part  of  the  view  of  Jerusalem, 
the  r.oly  city,  which  I  had  been  used  to 
visit:  as  for  this  heavenly  Jerusalem,  I  saw 
no  temple  in  it,  for  the  Lord  God  Almighty 
and  the  Lamb  are  the  Temple  of  it:  God 
was  present  in  Christ  his  Son,  by  a  more 
intimate  presence  than  had  ever  been  known 
upon  earth,  and  by  that  presence  he  made 
evin  the  whole  of  the  city  most  holy. 

23  And  the  city  had  no  need  of  the  sun, 
neither  of  the  mo  n,  to  shine  therein;  for 
the  glory  of  the  Lord  enlightened  it  on  all 
sides,  and  the  Lamb  [was]  the  Light  thereof, 
and  the  illustrious  manifestation  of  this 
presence  rendered  not  only  artificial  but  all 
natural  light  unnecessary. 

24  And  the  nations  of  the  saved  shall 
walk  continually  in  its  light;  happy  nations, 
consisting  of  myriads  and  millions,  shall 
expiate  in  and  enjoy  the  delightful  scene; 
and  the  kings  of  the  earth  do  bring  their 
glory  and  their  honour  unto  it.  If  you  were 
to  conceive  all  the  monarchs  upon  earth, 
uniting  all  their  treasures  to  adorn  one 
single  place,  they  could  produce  nothing 
comparable  to  what  I  then  saw. 


OF  THE  TEXT. 

25  And  the  gates  of  it  shall  not  be  shut 
by  day :  and  that  is  equivalent  to  saying, 
they  shall  never  be  shut  at  all;  for  there 
shall  be  no  night  there. 

26  And  they  shall  bring  the  glory  and 
honour  of  the  nations  into  it:  whatever  is 
most  desirable  among  all  nations;  seemed 
to  meet  together,  to  adorn  that  place, 
where  good  men  of  all  nations  shall  dwell 
and  reign  with  God  for  ever. 

27  And  nothing  unclean  shall  enter  into 
it,  nor  [any  thing  which]  practices  abomi¬ 
nation  and  falsehood  of  any  kind,  but  only 
those  who  are  written  iu  the  Lamb’s  book 
of  life,  in  which  none  of  such  a  detestable 
character  can  possibly  have  any  place. 

1  And  having  given  me  this  view  of  the 
holy  city,  he,  that  is,  the  angel  who  conde¬ 
scended  to  be  my  guide  on  this  occasion, 
showed  me  the  pure  river  of  life,  which  was 
clear  as  crystal,  issuing  out  of  the  throne  of 
God,  and  of  the  Lamb;  an  emblem  of  that 
perpetual  life  and  overflowing  joy,  which 
shall  be  the  portion  of  all  the  blissful  in¬ 
habitants  of  the  new  Jerusalem. 

2  And  in  the  midst  of  the  street  of  it, 
and  on  the  one  side  and  the  other  of  the 
river,  [was]  the  tree  of  life,  (Gen.  iii.  3,  32.) 
producing  twelve  different  [kinds  of  ]  fruits; 
•very  month  producing  one  [kind  of]  fruit; 
to  signify  the  permanency  and  variety  of 
those  delights  which  spring  up  there.  And 
the  leaves  of  the  tree  are  for  the  healings  of 
the  nations;  beneath  their  salutary  shade 
no  disease  shall  ever  invade  the  nations  of 
the  saved,  but  perpetual  health  shall  flour¬ 
ish  among  them:  (Zech.  xiv.  11.) 
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3  And  whereas  in  the  earthly  paradise 
Satan  insinuated  himself  into  the  minds  of 
the  first  parents  of  the  human  race,  and  the 
new-born  glories  of  the  creation  were  blasted 
by  the  curse  which  he  introduced;  in  the 
heavenly  paradise  every  fatal  effort  of  the 
former  curse  shall  cease;  and  no  new  evil 
shall  ever  arise;  and  the  throne  of  God  and 
the  Lamb,  upon  which  the  Father  and  the 
Son  sit  together,  shall  be  in  it;  and  his 
servants  shall  serve  him,  in  the  sacred  offices 
of  his  temple,  with  far  greater  advantage 
than  they  have  ever  before  done. 

4  And  they  shall  see  his  face  shining 
with  unclouded  lustre;  and,  in  token  of 
their  perpetual  devotedness  to  him,  his 


name  [shall  be  borne]  upon  their  foreheads, 
as  the  name  of  God  was  on  that  golden 
plate  which  the  Jewish  high  priest  wore  on 
his. 

5  And,  to  complete  their  happiness, 
there  shall  be  no  night  there;  and  so  they 
can  have  no  need  of  the  lamp,  nor  indeed 
of  the  light  of  the  sun  itself,  that  glorious 
fountain  of  lustre  to  this  lower  world,  be¬ 
cause  the  Lord  God  shall  enlighten  them 
with  the  light  of  his  own  holiness  and  glory: 
and  they  shall  reign  as  kingn  for  ever,  and 
enjoy  an  immortal  life,  far  more  delightful, 
splendid,  and  magnificent,  than  any  mon¬ 
arch  on  earth  has  ever  known. — Dod¬ 
dridge 


LESSON  STORY. 


Our  lesson  to-day  gives  a  description  of 
the  New  Jerusalem,  the  holy  city  coming 
down  from  God  out  of  heaven.  Verse  4 
tells  us  that  God  will  wipe  away  all  tears 
from  our  eyes  and  all  sorrow  and  pain  shall 
end.  Verse  21,  of  the  gates  of  pearl  and  the 
streets  of  pure  gold.  We  also  learn  (v.  22) 
that  there  was  no  need  of  a  temple  (for  in 
all  that  city  every  one  worshiped  the  Lord 
at  all  times),  and  no  need  of  sun  or  moon 
(v.  23),  for  “the  glory  of  God  did  lighten  it, 
and  the  Lamb  is  the  light  thereof.”  Vs.  24 
to  26  tell  us  who  shall  be  there,  and  v.  27, 
who  shall  not  be  there. 

Let  us  see  how  much  we  can  learn  of  “our 
heavenly  home”.  First,  the  beautiful 
river:  it  is  pure  water;  life-giving  water; 
and  clear  as  crystal,  flowing  through  the 
streets  of  the  city.  And  it  is  so  pure  and 


good  because  it  flows  from  the  throne  of 
God.  Second,  the  beautiful  trees,  growing 
in  the  midst  of  the  golden  streets  and  on 
either  side  of  the  river  of  God,  a  tree  of 
Life,  full  of  precious  fruit,  bearing  new 
fruit  every  month,  in  such  abundance,  chat 
none  can  ever  hunger  or  die.  Ever  the 
leaves  are  life  giving,  as  it  says  they  are 
“for  the  healing  of  the  nations.”  And 
better  than  all  else,  The  Lord  Jesus  is- 
there.  He  who  has  gone  to  prepare  a  place 
for  us  will  come  again  and  receive  us  unto- 
himself,  that  where  he  is,  there  we  may  be 
also;  yes,  we  shall  see  His  face  and  shall 
be  like  him.  But  some  things  shall  not  be 
there.  What  are  they?  No  more  curse 
(v.  3)  and  no  night  (v.  5).  No  sorrow  or 
shame,  no  sin  and  no  more  death! 


QUESTIONS. 


What  is  the  Golden  Text  ? 

What  is  the  name  of  that  city  ?  The  New 
Jerusalem. 

Mow  many  gates  has  it?  Twelve. 

What  are  its  gates  made  of?  Each  of  one 
single  Pearl. 

What  kind  of  streets  has  it?  Golden  streets. 

Why  is  there  no  temple  there  ?  Because 
God  is  visibly  present  there. 

What  is  the  river  called?  River  of  the 
water  of  life. 

Where  does  it  come  from  ?  The  throne  of 
God. 


Where  does  it  flow  ?  In  the  midst  of  the- 
streat. 

What  kind  of  trees  grow  there?  The  tree 
of  life. 

How  often  do  they  bear  fruit?  Every 
month. 

What  are  the  leaves  of  the  tree  for  ?  For 
the  healing  of  the  nations. 

Why  is  there  no  night  there  ?  Because 
God  and  the  Lamb  are  the  light  thereof. 

Whom  shall  we  see  there?  Jesus  our  Lord. 

What  shall  his  servants  do?  They  shall 
serve  him  and  shall  reign  forever  and 
ever. — Jacobs. 


“The  history  of  man  be, sins  in  Eden.  Our  world  is  a  world  of  sin  and  sorrow 
and  ends  in  heaven;  it  bey-ins  by  the  earthly  and  temptations  are  around  us,  but  he  that 
rivers,  and  ends  by  the  river  of  the  Water  overoometh  the  evil,  shall  have  his  name 
of  Life;  it  begins  under  the  trees  in  the  written  in  the  Lamb’s  book  of  life.  Will 
earthly  garden,  and  ends  beneath  the  tree  you  be  one  to  enter  that  city  through  the 
of  life  in  the  Heavenly  pity, "—Scholar's  pearly  gates,— 0.  F.  Lindtg. 

Handbook. 


EXPLANATORY  NOTES. 

Steps  to  the  Lesson. — The  history  of  21.  The  twelve  gates.  Three  on  each  of 
man  begins  in  Eden,  and  ends  in  heaven;  the  four  sides  of  the  city, 
begins  by  earthly  rivers,  and  ends  by  the  ‘‘Gates  on  every  side”  showed  that  people  ^ 
river  ot  water- of  lit e ;  begins  under  trees  from  all  nations,  from  all  Christian  de- 
in  an  earthly  garden,  and  ends  beneath  the  nominations,  from  all  ranks  and  grades 
tree  ot  life  in  the  heavenly  city.  After  rhe  would  have  free  and  abundant  entrance, 
opening  of  the  seven  s<eals,  the  Apostle  had  There  is  nothing  “narrow”  about  the  city, 
various  other  visions  of  the  seven  angels,  and  none  are  excluded  except  those  whose 
the  red  dragon,  the  Lamb  on  Mount  Sion,  character  makes  it  impossible  for  them  to 
the  seven  last  plagues,  the  fall  of  Babylon,  enter. 

the  marriage  of  the  Lamb,  Satan  bound  and  Three  gates  on  each  side  corresponds  with 
loosed,  the  first  resurrection,  and  the  heav-  the  arrangement  of  the  twelve  tribes  in 
enly  Jerusalem  their  encampment  about  the  tabernacle.  j 

To  toe  Scholar — If  this  Heavenly  City  The  city  thus  symbolizes  the  encamp- 
is  to  be  your  everlasting  home,  you  will  be  ment  of  the  whole  Israel  of  God,  and  the 
in  earnest  to  learn  all  you  can  about  it,—  rest  that  remaineth  for  the  people  of  God. 
Rice.  Twelve  pearls.  Pearls  are  a  concretion, 
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consisting  chiefly  of  carbonate  of  lime; 
they  are  of  a  yellowish  or  bluish  white* 
The  purest  white  pearls  are  the  most  valu¬ 
able  in  Europe  and  America. 

The  pearl  was  a  symbol  of  divine  wisdom, 
and  of  piety.  The  generation  of  the  pearl 
i  from  a  wound  in  the  pearl-oyster,  its  lodge¬ 
ment  in  the  deep,  the  rarity  and  difficulty 
of  obtaining  it,  are  obvious  symbolical 
motives  for  the  use  of  it. — Lange. 

Every  gate  one  pearl.  This  is  a  speaking 
evidence  of  the  heavenly  simplicity,  which 
alone  finds  entrance  to  the  eternal  city  of 
God. — Lange. 

The  street s  of  the  city.  The  word  streets 
of  the  city  means  not  only  the  travelled 
roads,  but  the  broad  places,  the  public 
squares  and  grounds,  not  covered  with 
buildiugs. — Cowles. 

Pure  gold.  Compare  verse  18,  where  the 
whole  city  is  still  described ;  instead  of 
.stone,  gold  is  the  ordinary  material. 

Transparent  glass.  Ideal  gold,  transpar¬ 
ent,  such  as  no  gold  is  here,  but  surpassing 
it  in  splendor. — Alford. 

In  that  city  our  earthly  gold  can  be  of 
.little  value. 

22.  No  temple  therein.  Means  of  grace 
shall  cease,  when  the  end  of  grace  is  come, 
church-ordinances  shall  give  place  to  the 

j  ,'God  of  ordinances. 

Uninterrupted,  immediate,  direct  com¬ 
munion  with  him  and  the  Lamb  shall  super¬ 
sede  intervening  ordinances. — J.  F.  and  B. 

God  and  the  Lamb.  This  union  of  name 
suggests  that  Christ  is  very  God  of  very 
God,  and  retains  forever  his  glorified  hu¬ 
manity. 

The  expression  ••Lamb”  is  applied  to  the 
►Savior  about  30  times  in  the  Revelations. 
It  indicates  two  things:  1.  Perfect  inno- 
cense  :  2.  Propitiatory  sacrifice  or  victim. 
— Stgart. 

23.  No  need  of  san  or  moon.  Because 
the  city  is  illuminated  far  more  brightly  by 
God's  majesty  and  glory,  than  it  could  be 
by  the  sun  or  moon. 

The  glory  of  God.  Not  merely  brightness 
of  a  divine  and  celestial  kind,  but  the  glor¬ 
ious  presence  of  God  himself,  the  Sbekinah 
abiding  in  here. — Alford. 

The  visible  glory  of  God  of  which  the 
Jews  had  glimpses  in  the  Shekinah  of  the 
holy  of  holies  and  in  the  pillar  of  fire,  and 


of  which  Moses  had  a  glimpse  on  Mount 
Sinai,  here  in  the  new  city  takes  the  place 
of  sun  and  moon. 

God  in  Christ  will  be  an  everlasting  foun 
tain  of  knowledge  and  joy  to  the  saints  in 
heaven. — Henry. 

24  The  nations.  Here  is  an  allusion  to 
the  great  multitude  of  them  that  shall  be 
saved. 

The  nations  are  the  multitude  of  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  the  earth,  the  heathen  nations 
as  distinguished  from  the  Jews. 

Shall  walk  in  the  light  of  it.  Shall  live 
though  outside  of  the  city,  in  the  light  that 
flows  from  the  city,  both  natural  and  moral 
Kings  of  the  earth.  Kings,  heroes,  kingly 
spirits,  who  ruled  right  royally,  though 
possessing  neither  crown  nor  ceptre,  men  of 
honor,  sociably  or  intellectually. 

Bring  their  glory.  Their  possessions 
under  the  service  of  the  Spirit. — The  entire 
value  of  the  good  things  of  earth,  the  entire 
value  of  humanity,  its  manifold  and  various 
gifts,  the  whole  treasure  of  human  culture. 

Gates  not  shut  by  day.  They  stand  open 
uninterruptedly  for  the  bringing  in  of  all 
the  glory  of  the  kings  and  peoples. 

The  gates  are  symbols  of  ingress  into  the 
city,  into  the  fellowship  of  the  saints  as 
well  as  symbols  of  egress. — Lange. 

By  day.  City  gates  were  usually  closed 
only  at  night,  but  these  are  never  closed. 

Shall  be  no  night  ihere.  It  shall  be  all 
day  and  unclouded  splendor. 

It  is  undoubtedly  to  be  taken  as  meaning 
that  there  would  be  no  literal  darkness,  and 
nothing  of  which  night  is  an  emblem, — no 
calamity,  no  sorrow,  no  bereavement  (no 
sin,  no  ignorance,  no  unhapiness)  — Barnes. 

26.  The  glory  and  honor  of  the  nations . 
All  that  makes  a  person  or  a  name  glorious 
shall  enter  into  this  city.  Nothing  good 
shall  be  left  out,  as  nothing  bad  can  enter 
in. 

AU  high  and  noble  qualities,  all  advance¬ 
ment  of  the  intellect,  all  wisdom  and  power 
and  knowledge  and  love,  all  that  is  pure, 
heroic,  self-denying,  joyous,  all  culture  of 
body,  mind  and  soul, — all  shall  belong  to- 
this  holy  place. 

27.  No  wise  enter  in  any  thing  that  de. 
fileth.  No  impure  thing  is  there.  The  men 
of  impure  heart  and  life  have  no  place  in 
that  city.  Only  the  ransomed, — only  those 
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whose  religion  has  made  them  personally 
holy,  heartily  true  to  God,  wholly  his  by 
loving  and  absolute  consecration,  submis¬ 
sion,  trust,  worship, — such  only  are  there. 
As  all  the  filth  of  the  old  Jerusalem  was 
carried  outside  of  the  walls  and  burnt  there, 
so  nothing  defiled  shall  enter  the  heavenly 
city,  but  be  burnt  outside  (cf.  ch.  xxii.  15). 
It  is  stinking  that  the  apostle  of  love,  who 
shows  us  the  glories  of  the  heavenly  city,  is 
he  also  who  speaks  most  plainly  of  the  ter¬ 
rors  of  hell. — J.  F.  and  B. 

Worketh  abomination.  Any  thing  hate¬ 
ful,  detestable,  especially  impurity,  unclean¬ 
ness,  idolatry. — Robinson’s  Lexicon. 

Or  rnaketh  a  lie.  All  that  are  false,  in¬ 
sincere,  speak  what  is  untrue. 

Barnes  well  says  that  many  men  are  too 
dishonest  ever  to  be  saved,  for  they  will  not 
be  honest  with  themselves.  So  those  who 
“make  a  lie"  will  never  be  true  enough  to 
themselves  to  see  and  obey  the  truth. 

Written  in  the  Lamb's  book  of  life.  In 
which  the  names  of  all  his  true  followers 
are  recorded. — Stuart. 

It  is  the  Lamb’s  book,  for  in  this  descrip¬ 
tion  the  thought  of  redemption  could  not 
be  wanting. 

This  implies,  that  while  we  know  we  are 
unfitted  to  dwell  in  this  city  by  our  own 
good  works,  and  are  unable  to  make  our¬ 
selves  fit  for  it,  Jesus  Christ  does  prepare 
us  for  it  by  his  cleansing  blood  ;  for  those 
who  are  cleansed  are  written  in  his  book  of 
life. 

Ch.  xxii.  1.  A  pure  river  of  water  of  life. 
The  stream  of  blessing,  giving  spiritual 
life  to  (and  through)  Christ’s  people,  is 
represented  as  abiding  in  the  new  Jerusalem, 
as  to  preserve  the  eternal  freshness  of  the 
new  world. 

Proceeding  out  of,  fyc.  We  are  here  re¬ 
minded  of  the  river  of  paradise  (Gen.  ii. 
10)  and  the  river  that  issued  from  the  house 
of  God  in  Ezekiel’s  vision  (Ezek.  xlvii.); 
but  here  the  source  of  blessing  is  directly 
out  of  the  throne  of  God  and  the  Lamb. 

2.  In  the  midst  of  the  street ,  and  on  either 
side  of  the  river.  The  meaning  is,  that  the 
trees  were  on  each  side  (of  the  river),  in 
the  middle  of  the  space  between  the  street 
and  the  river. — Alford. 

In  the  streets  of  the  city,  as  well  as  on 
the  banks  of  the  river,  was  this  tree  of  life. 
It  abounded  everywhere. — Barnes. 


The  tree  of  life.  Compare  chap.  ii.  7  : 
“the  tree  of  life,  which  is  in  the  midst  of 
the  paradise  of  God.’’  It  is  agreed  this 
refers  to  a  line  or  grove  of  trees  extending 
along  the  river  on  either  side.  Compare 
Ezek.  xlvii.  7. 

Twelve  manner  of  fruits.  One  kind  each 
month. 

Great  variety,  for  all  classes  and  tastes 
and  needs.  Lange  and  Stuart  say  it  is  12 
harvests,  not  12  kinds  of  fruits.  It  is  the 
abundance  of  the  harvest,  and  not  th e  variety 
of  the  fruit. — Stuart. 

Leaves  of  the  tree  for  the  healing  of  Ve 
nations.  As  the  river  of  life  cannot  be  re¬ 
stricted  to  the  city,  so  also  the  trees  of  life, 
with  their  fruits  and  leaves,  can  be  regarded 
only  as  a  health- giving  blessing,  stretched 
out  into  infinitude.  Even  all  the  leaves, 
possess  a  vital  energy,  as  a  healing  power 
to  the  nations. — Lange. 

3.  No  more  curse.  There  shall  no  more 
be  those  accursed  things  which  bar  the 
residence  of  God  among  the  people.  See 
Josh.  vii.  12,  which  shows  that  those  words 
are  in  close  communion  with  what  follows. 
— Alford. 

....  The  throne  of  Ood  and  the  Lamb. 
Which  throne  is  one  and  the  same. — Alf’d. 
Here  God  in  Christ  will  rule  supremely,  the 
sole  authority  and  law. 

His  servants  shall  serve  him.  The  re¬ 
deemed  are  meant,  who  shall  be  engaged  in 
ministration  and  worship;  for  the  word 
“serve”  means  religious  service. 

The  service  will  be  perfect,  for  God  will 
be  present,  and  all  hindrances  are  removed. 

4.  And  they  shall  see  his  face.  This  im 
dicates  the  most  intimate  and  perfect  knowl¬ 
edge,  the  most  precious  intimacy. 

This  is  the  climax.  They  shall  know, 
even  as  they  were  known;  they  shall  be  in 
immediate  intercourse  with  him. 

His  name  on  their  foreneads.  As  the 
name  of  Jehovah  was  on  the  golden  plate 
of  the  great  high  priest’s  forehead,  so  the 
saints  in  their  heavenly  priesthood  shall 
bear  his  name  openly  as  consecrated  to  him. 
J.  F,  and  B.  It  implies  also  a  likeness  to 
him,  as  children  are  like  their  father,  whose 
name  they  bear. 

Especially  in  such  passages  as  this  do  we 
feel  that  “now  we  ses  through  a  glass 
darkly,”  through  words|that  conceal  as  well 
as  reveal. — Biddle. 
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5.  No  n iffl’t  there  There  shall  be  no 
weariness  on  the  part  of  the  saints;  no  time 
of  imperfect  vision,  of  terror  or  peril. 

No  candle.  Or  more  correctly,  ‘  -light  of 
lamp.”  No  artificial  aid  to  vision. 

Neither  light  of  the  sun,  Even  the  natural 
source  of  light  is  done  away  with.  Here  we 
must  beware  of  too  literal  interpretations. 

The  Lord  God  giveth  light.  The  word  is 


the  same  as  in  ch.  xxi.  23,  and  the  meaning 
of  the  whole  passage  is  the  same. 

They  shall  reign  forever.  All  God’s 
people  shall  he  kings  and  priests  (Rev.  i. 
6).  They  shall  possess  all  glory  and  power, 
all  nature  shall  minister  unto  them,  and 
they  shall  have  authority  over  all  its  forces 
and  powers  to  use  for  the  good  of  others. 
And  this  shall  continue  forever. 


QUESTIONS. 


21.  What  is  said  of  the  gates  of  the  hea¬ 

venly  city  ? 

What  is  said  of  its  streets  ? 

22.  Why  is  there  no  temple  in  it  ? 

What  is  said  in  Acts  xvii,  24  ? 

23.  Why  is  there  no  need  of  the  sun  in 

heaven  ? 

To  what  is  God  compared  Ps.  lxxxiv.  11? 
What  does  Christ  say  in  John  viii.  12  ? 

24.  Who  walk  in  the  light  of  heaven  ? 
What  glory  and  honor  are  brought 

into  it  ? 

25.  What  is  said  of  the  closing  of  its  gates? 

26.  Who  are  shut  out  from  it  ? 

27.  Who  are  permitted  to  enter  it  ? 

1.  What  is  the  river  called  ?  < 


Where  was  it  prophesied  ?  Ezekiel, 

xlvii.  1.  9. 

Where  does  the  river  flow  ? 

What  is  Christ’s  promise?  John  iv.  14. 

2.  What  stands  beside  the  river? 

What  is  said  of  this  tree  in  Gen.  ii  9? 
What  is  said  of  it  in  Rev.  ii.  7? 

3.  What  throne  is  in  heaven  ? 

Who  are  before  that  throne  ?  Rev.  vii. 
14.  15. 

4.  What  three  facts  are  given  concerning 

God’s  servants  in  verses  3  and  4? 

5.  What  ligh1'  shall  they  possess? 

What  is  said  of  God's  light  in  1  John  i.5? 
What  shall  be  their  privilege  forever? 
How  is  this  stated  in  Dan.  ii.  18? 


LESSON  XI.— DEC.  21.— THE  LAST  WORDS. 
Rev.  xxii.  10-21.  Golden  Text. — Rev.  xxii.  21. 


10  And  he  saith  unto  me,  Seal  not  the 
sayings  of  the  prophecy  of  this  book  ;  for  the 
time  is  at  hand. 

11  He  that  is  unjust,  let  him  be  unjust 
still :  aDd  he  which  is  filthy,  let  him  be  filthy 
still :  and  he  that  is  righteous,  let  him  be 
righteous  still :  and  he  that  is  holy,  let  him  be 
boly  still. 

12  And,  behold,  I  come  quickly:  and  my 
reward  is  with  me,  to  give  every  man  accord¬ 
ing  as  his  work  shall  be. 

13  I  am  Alpha  and  Omega,  the  beginning 
and  the  end,  the  first  and  the  last. 

14  Blessed  are  they  that  do  his  command¬ 
ments,  that  they  may  have  right  to  the  tree  of 
life,  and  may  enter  in  throngh  the  gates  into 
the  city. 

15  For  without  are  dogs,  and  sorcerers, 
and  whoremongers,  and  murderers,  and  idola¬ 
ters,  and  whosoever  loveth  and  maketh  a  lie. 

16  I  Jesus  have  sent  mine  angel  to  testify 
unto  you  these  things  in  the  churches.  I  am 

GOLDEN  TEXT — The  grace  of  our  L 

Rev.  xxii.  21. 


the  root  and  the  offspring  of  David,  and  the 
bright  and  morning  star. 

17  And  the  Spirit  and  the  bride  say,  Come. 
And  let  him  that  heareth  say,  Come.  And  let 
him  that  is  athirst  come.  And  whosoever  will 
let  him  take  of  the  water  of  life  freely. 

18  For  I  testify  unto  every  man  that 
heareth  the  words  of  the  prophecy  of  this  book, 
If  any  man  shall  add  unto  these  things,  God 
shall  add  unto  him  the  plagues  that  are  writ¬ 
ten  in  this  book : 

19  And  if  any  man  shall  take  away  from 
the  words  of  the  book  of  this  prophecy,  God 
shall  take  away  his  part  out  of  the  book  of 
life,  and  out  of  the  holy  city,  and  from  the 
things  which  are  written  in  this  book. 

20  He  which  testifieth  these  things  saith, 
Surely  I  come  quickly.  Amen.  Even  so, 
come,  Lord  Je'sus. 

21  The  grace  of  our  Lord  Je'sus  Christ  be 
with  you  all.  Amen. 

jrd  Jesus  Christ  be  with  you  all.  Amen 
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PARAPHRASE  OF  THE  TEXT. 


10  And  lie,  that  is,  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  from  whom  I  received  this  revelation, 
said  unto  me,  Seal  not  up  the  words  of  the 
piophecy  of  this  book,  so  that  they  should 
no  be  immediately  perused;  for  the  time 
is  near,  in  which  the  accomplishment  of 
these  things  shall  begin.  Yea,  the  time  is 
just  approaching,  when  the  last  seal  shall 
be  set  upon  the  characters  of  men,  and 
when  it  shall  be  said,  on  the  one  hand, 

11  Let  him  that  is  unjust,  be  unjust 
still;  and  let  him  that  is  polluted,  be  pollu¬ 
ted  still;  for  no  inure  opportunities  shall 
ever  be  granted  for  reforming  what  hath 
been  amiss,  and  recovering  the  unrighteous 
and  polluted  soul  to  rectitude  and  purity. 
And,  on  the  other  hand,  it  shall  be  said, 
Let  him  that  is  righteous,  be  righteous 
still:  and  let  him  that  is  holy,  be  holy  still; 
nothing  shall  ever  happen  to  bring  the 
virtues  and  graces  of  good  men  into  any 
future  danger,  or  under  any  cloud;  but  their 
righteousness  and  their  holiness  shall  for 
ever  shine;  yea,  shine  with  an  increasing 
lustre. 

12  And,  to  confirm  this,  Behold  I  come 
quickly;  I  shall  be  manifested  ere  it  be 
long;  and  my  reward,  both  of  grace  and 
vengeance,  [is]  with  me;  and  I  will  recom¬ 
pense  to  every  man  according  as  his  works 
shall  be,  whether  it  shall  appear,  on  an  im¬ 
partial  examination,  to  have  been  good  or 
evil. 

18  And  to  confirm  it  further,  I  repeat  it 
again,  1  am  the  xllpha,  and  the  Omega,  the 
Beginning  and  the  End,  the  First  and  the 
Last;  and  what  I  say  maybe  depended  upon 
as  the  words  of  invariable  fidelity.  Hear 
then,  therefore,  with  attention  and  regard. 
And,  since  my  nature  and  perfections  are 
immutable,  see  that  the  necessary  change 
be  made  in  yourselves,  in  order  to  your  ob¬ 
taining  that  happiness  of  which  your  sins 
may  now  render  you  incapable. 

14  Happy  [are]  they,  and  they  alone, 
who  do  his  commandments,  and  so  prepare 
for  his  important  appearance,  that  they 
may  have  the  privilege  [to  eat]  of  the  tree 
of  life;  and  they  shall  freely  enter  by  the 
gates  into  the  glorious  city  I  have  described, 
and  have  their  perpetual  abode  there. 

15  But  without  [are]  the  unclean,  who 


merit  no  better  name  than  that  of  dogs,  as , 
as  they  debase  their  rational  faculties  to 
the  service  of  detestable  lusts;  and  sorcer¬ 
ers,  and  fornicators,  and  murderers,  and 
idolaters,  who  may  be  justly  ranked  to¬ 
gether  as  the  most  abominable  of  sinners, 
and  with  them  must  he  ranked  too,  every 
one  who  loveth  and  maketh  a  lie,  who  for¬ 
ges  falsehood,  and  practices  it,  or  acts  in 
any  allowed  contradiction  to  the  great 
eternal  rule  of  truth  and  lectitude. 

16  And  now  to  conclude  the  whole;  be 
it  known  to  every  one  who  reads  these 
words,  and  let  it  be  seriously  considered  by 
him,  that  I  Jesus  the  Son  of  God.  the  Alpha 
and  Omega,  the  Frst  and  the  Last,  have 
sent  my  beloved  disciple  and  apostle  John, 
as  my  messenger,  to  testify  these  things  to 
you,  in  the  several  churches  into  whose 
hands  this  may  come.  And  let  it  also  be  re¬ 
membered,  in  order  to  add  a  due  weight  to 
the  testimony,  that  I  am  the  Root  and  the 
Offspring  of  David,  by  whose  divine  power 
David  himself  was  made,  though  as  to  my 
human  nature  I  have  condescended  to  ally 
myself  to  him,  and  be  born  from  his  house: 
I  am  the  bright  and  the  morning  Star,  who 
wear  a  glory  exceeding  that  of  the  most 
brilliant  celestial  luminary,  and  usher  in  a 
glorious  and  eternal  day.  And  the  great 
substance  and  design  of  the  message  is  to- 
awaken  in  the  midst  of  all  to  whom  it 
comes,  an  earnest  desire  of  those  blessings 
which  from  this  throne  of  my  glory  I  am  to 
dispense. 

17  And  accordingly  I  do  now  anew  pub¬ 
lish  the  invitation:  the  spirit  with  which  I 
inspire  my  servants,  and  the  bride,  the 
cliuri  h  to  whom  I  am  espoused,  concur  to 
say,  Come;  and  let  him,  even  every  one 
that  heareth,  say,  Come.  Let  every  one 
echo  the  invitation,  and  let  my  people,  in  all 
ages,  consider  it  as  their  duty  to  do  it.  And 
let  him  that  is  thirsty  come;  and  whosoever 
will,  let  him  apply  to  me  in  my  pointed 
way,  and  receive  of  the  waters  of  life  freely: 
behold  it  flows  in  a  full  current  from  my 
throne;  and  if  any  man  do  not  receive  a 
part  or  share  of  it,  without  money  and 
without  prhe,  the  fault  is  only  cbargable 
upon  himself. 

18  This  is  important  testimony  I  com- 
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mission  my  servant  to  bear:  and  I  also 
testify  to  every  one  that  heareth  the  words 
of  the  prophecy  of  this  book,  If  any  man 
add  unto  these  things,  God  shall  add  unto 
him,  and  bring  upon  him  the  most  terrible 
of  those  plagues  which  are  written  in  this 
book:  he  will,  by  any  designed  addition  to 
them,  or  corruption  of  them,  makes  himself 
highly  criminal,  and  eternally  miserable. 

19  And  if  any  one  take  away  from  the 
words  of  the  book  of  this  prophecy,  with  a 
design  thereby  to  diminish  in  any  degree, 
by  the  omission  of  what  is  disagreeable  to 
him  or  others  whom  he  may  desire  to  please 
and  favour,  God  will  severely  punish  such  a 
sacrilege,  and  take  away  his  part  of  the 
book  of  life,  and  out  of  the  holy  city,  and 
the  glorious  things,  even  the  invaluable 
blessings,  which  are  written  and  described 
in  the  preceding  passages  of  this  book. 

20  He  who  testifies  these  important 


things,  says,  and  leaves  it  as  his  parting 
warning  with  all  that  read  them,  Surely,  I 
come  quickly.  My  soul,  while  I  write  it, 
replies,  and  let  even7  reader  reply  with  me 
from  his  heart,  Amen,  even  so,  come.  Lord 
•Jesus,  come  surely  and  quickly,  as  thou 
hast  said;  for  all  our  highest  and  subliraest 
hopes  depend  upon  the  blessed  and  glorious 
day  of  thy  appearance. 

21  In  the  mean  time,  let  the  churches  to 
whom  these  messages  are  especially  directed 
and  inscribed,  receive  my  most  affectionate 
wishes,  my  most  solemn  benediction,  which 
I  express  in  this  one  ardent  prayer:  May 
the  grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  even  all 
the  invaluable  effects  of  his  favour,  and 
above  all,  the  abundant  communications  of 
his  Spirit,  [be]  with  you  all,  and  with  all 
Christians,  to  whom  these  words  may  come, 
unto  the  end  of  the  world.  Amen. 


LESSON 

Our  lesson  to-day  is  called  •‘The  Last 
Words  and  should  we  not  be  anxious  to 
know  who  is  speaking,  who  is  spoken  to, 
and  what  the  last  words  are  ?  Verse  16 
tells  us  whose  words  they  are  ;  verse  17  tells 
what  they  are,  and  both  verses  teach  us 
whom  they  are  for.  The  last  words  of  Jesus! 
Think  what  kind  of  words  we  have  heard 
from  him  before  :  Gracious  words  !  Forgiv¬ 
ing  words  !  Life-giving  words  !  Comforting 
words!  Warning  words!  Surely  “never 
man  spake  like  this  man’’  on  this  earth  : 
how  important  then  his  last  words  must  be. 
But  think  again  whom  he  is  speaking  to. 
To  you,  to  me,  to  every  sinner.  He  lived 
and  died  for  sinners.  All  his  words  of  grace 
and  forgiveness  and  comfort  and  warning 
and  life  are  for  sinners  ;  for  us.  Shall  we 
not  listen  then?  But  what  are  these  words? 
Listen  :  “I  Jesus  have  sent  mine  angel  to 


STORY. 

testify  unto  you  these  things.”  Wha 
things?  Oh,  sweet  and  blessed  answer,  so 
simple  that  every  little  child  can  under¬ 
stand,  all  in  one  word,  come.  Come  to  me. 
Come  to  this  heavenly  city.  Come  join  in 
this  heavenly  song.  Come  drink  this  water 
of  life.  Come  eat  this  life-giving  fruit. 
Come  share  my  throne  and  crown.  Come 
home>  to  God  and  happiness  and  heaven. 
Come  from  all  sin  and  suffering  and  sor¬ 
row.  Come  have  your  tears  all  wiped  away, 
and  your  sins  all  washed  away,  and  your 
wants  all  satisfied.  Come  just  as  you  are. 
Come  with  faith.  Come  all  ye  that  are 
weary.  Come  sinful,  thirsty,  dying  ones. 
Come  fathers.  Come  mothors.  Come  boys 
and  girls.  Come  little  child  rea.  Whoso¬ 
ever  will  let  him  oome.  Come  to-day. 
Come  now.  Blessed  words  of  Jesus. — 
Jacobs. 


QUESTIONS. 


What  is  our  Lesson  to-day  ?  The  last  words 
of  Jesus. 

To  whom  were  they  spoken?  To  all,  both 
old  and  young. 

What  is  meant  by  the  root  and  offspring  of 
David  ?  That  Jesus  descended  from  David 
according  to  his  human  nature. 

Why  is  Jesus  called  the  bright  morning 


star?  Because  he  is  the  light  of  the 

world. 

Who  invites  us  to  come  to  Jesus?  The 
Holy  Spirit  of  God. 

Who  else  invites  ?  J  he  Bride. 

Who  is  meant  by  the  Bride  ?  The  Christian 
church. 
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Who  are  meant  by  him  that  heareth?  All 
christi  uq  believer?. 

What  persons  are  particularly  invited  ? 
Those  that  are  athirst,  that  is  those  who 
have  a  strong  desire  to  be  saved. 


What  does  Jesus  say  abo  rt  his  coming?  He 
says  surely  I  come  quickly. 

When  will  he  come?  He  comes  to  each  oue 
of  us  when  we  die,  and  he  will  come  with 
His  holy  angels  at  the  end  of  the  world . 


EXPLANAT 

The  Connection. — With  this  lesson  the 
Bible-liistory  closes.  It  contains  the  last 
prophecy,  vs.  12-15;  the  last  invitation  and 
warning;  the  previous  part  of  the  book 
having  given  an  account  of  the  end  of  the 
world,  the  judgment,  and  the  new  heaven 
and  the  new  earth. 

To  the  Scholak. — Study  the  three  things 
said  in  the  last  chapter  of  the  Bible:  the 
unchangeable  ness  of  character,  the  last  in¬ 
vitation,  the  last  warning,  that  your  char¬ 
acter  may  be  right,  and  the  last  call  of  Jesus 
heard  and  obeyed. — Rice. 

10.  And  he  saith.  That  is  the  angel  who 
had  been  revealing  these  visions  to  him, 
mentioned  in  ch.  xxi.  9. 

Seal  not ,  §•<;.  In  chap.  x.  4,  the  apostle 
was  told  to  seal  up  the  utterances  of  the 
seven  thunders,  indeed,  not  to  write  them. 
Here  he  is  commanded  not  to  seal,  after 
a  previous  command  to  write  (chap,  xxi  5). 

The  former  were  not  to  be  revealed :  the 
latter  were  to  be  read  for  the  edification  of 
Christ’s  people  (compare  chap.  i.  3.  where 
jhe  same  reason  is  given). 

The  prophecy  is  at  hand.  Although  part 
$>f  it  related  to  the  distant  future,  it  was  to 
begin  to  be  immediately  fulfilled. — Mvc- 

DONALD. 

It  is  therefore  implied  that  a  prophecy 
will  not  be  fully  understood  until  its  fulfill¬ 
ment;  that  this  book  is  of  a  mysterious 
character,  or  no  mention  would  be  made  of 
sealing  at  all;  that  it  is  to  be  for  edification. 
—Riddle. 

11.  He  that  is  unjust.  Or,  “unrighteous.” 
This  verse  is  closely  connected  with  the 
previous  one.  Because  the  time  is  short, 
this  verdict  will  soon  be  pronounced. 

Whatever  view  be  taken  of  the  prophecy, 
for  individuals  the  time  is  indeed  at  hand, 
when  the  present  character  shall  be  perma¬ 
nently  fixed,  without  posibility  of  change. 

“That  this  very  idea  indirectly  oilers  to  the 
wicked  the  strongest  admonition  to  repent, 
s  self-evident." — Lance. 


ORY  NOTES. 

Unjust.  “Unrighteous,”  in  relation  to 
one’s  fellow-men,  opposed  to  righteous  or 
just. 

Filt’iy.  In  relation  to  one’s  own  soul,  as 
unclean  before  God;  opposed  to  holy,  con¬ 
secrated  to  God  as  pure. 

The  punishment  of  sin  is  sin;  the  reward 
of  holiness  is  holiness. 

Eternal  punishment  is  not  so  much  an 
arbitrary  law,  as  a  result  necessarily  follow¬ 
ing  in  the  very  nature  of  things,  as  the  fruit 
results  from  the  bud.  No  worse  punishment 
can  God  lay  on  the  ungodly  men  than  give 
them  up  to  themselves. 

This  verse  undoubtedly  refers  to  the  con¬ 
dition  of  men,  when  all  that  is  revealed  in 
the  book  is  fulfilled.  That  condition  will 
be  fixed  and  unchangeable.— MacDonald. 

12.  Behold ,  I  come  qu  ickly.  It  is  Jesus 
who  speaks.  The  “coming”  contemplated 
is  manifestly  the  retribution  foretold  in  this 
book  upon  corrupt  Judaism  and  idolatrous 
Paganism,  both  of  which  at  the  date  of  this 
book  were  historically  near. 

Even  if  the  words  refer  to  his  second 
coming  which,  Christ  knew  to  be  at  least 
1800  years  ahead,  he  knew,  too,  that  to  each 
one  of  us  his  “coming”  is  practically  at  death, 
which  always  comes  soon,  and  for  which  we 
should  ever  be  prepared  . 

My  reward  is  icith  me.  That  is,  the  re¬ 
ward  which  he  will  give  or  render  to  each 
man. 

Every  man  according  as  his  work.  The 
character  is  judged  but  by  the  conduct.  See 
Matt.  7 :  21 ;  25 :  31-00.  Rev.  21 :  8. 

Men  are  never  represented  in  the  New 
Testament  as  judged  on  the  last  day  accord- 
i  lg  to  their  opinions,  but  according  to  their 
lives. — Lyman  Abbott.  “Work”  includes 
thoughts,  motives,  words,  deeds. 

13.  I  am  Alpha  and  Omega.  Alpha  is  A, 
the  first  letter  of  the  Greek  alphabet,  and 
means  the  same  as  the  beginning,  Omega 
(O)  is  the  last  letter,  and  means  the  same 
as  THE  END,  THE  LAST. 
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This  declares  his  actual  perfection,  his 
perpetual  presrnce  and  protection,  and  that 
3ae  is  the  author,  the  affective  agent,  and 
the  end  of  the  scheme  of  providential  gov¬ 
ernment  with  respect  to  the  Church. — P\'K 
Smith. 

14.  Blessed  that  do  his  commanbments. 
The  doing,  obedience,  is  the  test  of  charac¬ 
ter,  of  faith,  of  fitness  to  enter  eternal  life. 

It  implies  allegiance  to  Christ  as  our  Mas¬ 
ter  and  King.  Remarkably  the  Sinaitic 
and  Alexandrine  manuscripts  give  us 
‘washed  their  robes,’’  instead  of  “do  his 
commandments,”  with  probably  an  allusion 
to  ch.  vii.  14,  “have  washed  their  robes  and 
made  them  white  in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb.” 
— Cowles. 

Right  to  the  tree  of  life.  The  symbol  and 
.means  of  immortal  life.  They  have  a  right 
to  dwell  where  the  tree  of  life  grows,  and 
partake  of  its  fruits.  (See  last  lessou.) 

Through  the  gates  into  the  city.  As  de¬ 
scribed  in  ch.  xxi.  21.  The  city  referred  to 
is  the  city  of  God,  the  New  Jerusalem  in 
the  new  earth, 

There  is  one  city,  one  “right”  to  enter, 
one  community  under  one  King,  in  whose 
blood  all  washed  their  roebs. 

15.  For  without.  Excluded  from  heaven 
:and  the  holy  city.  Without  the  city,  howl¬ 
ing  like  the  wild  dogs  around  Oriental  cities, 
are  men  lost  to  virtue,  useless  to  their  race , 
accursed  of  God  and  all  the  good. 

Sorcerers.  Those  who  use  magic  arts, 
who  are  in  real  or  pretended  league  with 
Baton  to  deceive  and  mislead  the  people. 

Whoremongers.  All  the  sensual,  corrupt, 
debased. 

Idolaters.  Disowning  the  true  god,  and 
netting  up  false  gods  (idols  in  the  heart). 

See  a  similar  catalogue  of  the  various 
•classes  of  the  wicked  in  xxi.  8. 

The  doctrine  of  the  passage  is  :  None 
are  shut  out  from  heaven  save  those  who 
are  unfit  to  enter  ;  none  sent  down  to  hell 
save  those  whose  spirit  is  of  hell,  whose 
hearts  are  base,  who  have  made  themselves 
only  the  more  selfish  and  hardened  under 
all  the  influence  of  this  world  of  mercy. 

16.  I  Jesus.  Here  our  Lord  speaks  di¬ 
rectly  ;  for  the  angel  is  spoken  of. 

Unto  the  churches.  The  seven  churches 
•of  Asia,  and  all  the  churches  of  all  ages. 

I  am  the  root.  For  the  root  in  the  sense 


that  David  sprang  from  him  ts  a  tree  from 
a  root,  but  a  root-shoot  of  David,  or  that 
he  himself  sprang  from  David. 

The  bright  and  morning  star.  Or,  more 
exactly,  “the  bright,  the  morning  star.” 
The  bright  star  which  has  arisen  upon  man¬ 
kind,  attracting  their  gaze,  is  also  the  morn¬ 
ing  star  ushering  in  a  new  and  everlasting 
day  of  glory. 

17.  And  the  Spirit.  “The  Spirit” 
here  must  mean  the  Holy  Spirit  operative 
in  the  churches,  in  the  prophets,  and  in  in. 
dividual  hearts  also.  He  teaches  us  to  long 
for  Christ’s  appearing. 

And  the  Bride.  The  church  herself,  all 
Christians. 

This  it  does  (1)  by  its  ministers,  (2)  by 
its  ordinances,  (3)  the  lives  of  its  consistent 
members,  (4)  by  all  efforts  to  do  good,  (5) 
by  the  example  of  others  brought  into  the 
church,  (6)  by  direct  appeals  of  individual 
members. — B  arses. 

Say  come.  Come  to  Jesus,  come  to  him 
as  a  penitent,  come  to  be  saved. 

Let  him  thatheareth.  say,  Come.  The  first 
impulse  of  every  one  who  knows  Christ — 
has  heard  with  his  heart,  and  obeyed — is  to 
invite  others. 

Let  him  that  is  athirst  come.  He  who  has 
any  spiritual  desire  must  first  come  to  the 
Savior,  then  he  too  can  say,  “come.” 

Thirst  expresses  an  intense  desire,  which 
can  be  satisfied  with  nothing  else  but  that 
for  which  it  thirsts.  As  soon  as  any  one 
realizes  his  thirst,  he  is  in  a  state  to  come. 
Many  do  not  come,  for  they  do  not  feel 
their  need  ;  but  they  need  it  just  the  same. 

Whosoever  will.  Making  the  invitation 
as  broad  as  possible.  God  longs  for  every 
one  to  come  They  cannot  be  saved  unless 
they  come. 

The  salvation  of  Jesus  Christ,  the  water 
that  satisfies  every  want  and  longing  of  the 
soul. 

There  is  no  right  ambition,  there  is  no 
longing  of  the  heart,  there  is  no  aspiration 
of  mind  or  soul,  but  Jesus  Christ  is  the  liv¬ 
ing  water  that  satisfies  it. 

Those  who  have  spiritual  longing  must 
come  to  Christ ;  and,  having  found  free 
salvation  in  him,  they  too  can  join  in  the 
cry  of  the  Spirit  and  the  Bride. 

18.  Testify.  Bear  witness  against.  The 
apostle  now  begins  to  speak. 
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Shall  add  unto  these  things,  i.e.,  “the 
words  of  the  prophecy  of  this  book.-’  Com¬ 
pare  Deut.  iv.  2,  where  Moses  gives  a  sim¬ 
ilar  warning. 

In  both  cases,  adding  to  the  word  of  God 
is  first  forbidden,  tha  t  is  the  first  danger, 
and  especially  in  a  book  like  this.  While 
the  injunction  means  far  more  than  not  to 
insert  a  word  in  copying  or  printing,  this  is 
included.  Experience  has  shown  how  much 
depends  upon  a  single  word  in  any  thought¬ 
ful  production;  how  much  more  in  the  in¬ 
spired  volume! 

The  plagues  written  in  this  hook.  The 
book  is  ull  of  threatened  plagues.  He  shall 
suffer  with  the  impenitent  and  ungodly. 

19.  God  shall  take  away,  fyc.  The  refer¬ 
ence  is  precisely  the  same  as  in  verse  14. 
Tolosethis  “part”  is  toobtainthe  “plagues” 
(verse  18).  There  are  but  two  states  in  the 
eternal  future.  "This  is  at  least  an  awful 
warning,  both  to  those  who  despise  and 
neglect  this  book,  and  to  those  who  add  to 
to  it  by  irrelevant  and  trifling  interpreta¬ 
tions.”—  Al, FORD. 

His  part  from  the  book  of  life.  The  Lamb’s 
book  of  life,  in  which  were  written  the 
names  of  those  who  belonged  to  him  (eh. 
21:  28). 

Out  of  the  t-oly  city.  The  New  Jerusalem 
described  in  ch.  21,  and  22;  1-5. 


The  things  written  in  this  book.  The  bles¬ 
sings  written  in  the  above  chapters  and  in 
chapters  2  and  3  and  in  various  places. 

20.  He  that  testified;  i.e.  Jesus  Christ, 
who  bears  witness  to  what  he  has  said 
here. 

Amen,  come  Lord  Jesus.  In  this  prayer - 
is  summed  up  all  that  the  Chr  stian  heart 
can  desire, — the  destruction  of  the  power  of 
Satan;  the  deliverance  of  the  creature  from 
the  bondage  of  corruption;  the  banishment 
of  sin  and  sorrow  from  the  individual  heart 
and  from  the  world;  the  restoration  of  all 
tilings;  the  establishment  of  the  kingdom  of 
righteousness;  the  beholding  by  Jesus  in> 
fulness  of  the  travail  of  his  soul;  the  be- 
stowment  upon  him  in  completeness  the 
promised  reward. — E.  C.  Craven. 

21.  The  grace.  Favor,  love,  blessed  in¬ 
fluences,  In  the  best  authorities  the  apos¬ 
tolic  benediction  takes  this  simple  form; 

, ‘The  grace  of  the  Lord  Jesus  be  with  all.” 

— Thus  this  peerless  book  closes.  Long 
have  its  sublime  utterances  and  its  grand 
predietions  thrilled  the  hearts  of  men:  more 
and  more,  as  its  true  significance  is  more 
correctly  evolved,  may  it  be  an  effective 
power  toward  that  great  consummation  ot 
victory  to  Zion  and  her  King  which  its  sym¬ 
bols  so  magnificently  foreshow !— “Cowles,. 


QUESTIONS. 


10.  What  did  the  angel  say  to  John  concern¬ 

ing  his  prophecy  ? 

What  is  said  concerning  it  in  Rev  i.  3? 

11.  What  four  final  destinies  are  named? 

When  is  the  time  to  find  salvation  ?  2 

cor.  vi.  2. 

12.  What  reward  wi  1  Christ  bring  at  his 

coming’? 

How  is  this  stated  in  Job  xxxiv.  11. 

13.  What  does  Chiist  call  himself;  and 

why  ? 

4.  What  blessing  is  here  pronounced  ? 

•5.  Who  are  not  permittee;  to  enter  ?  20. 

6.  From  whom  do  s  this  invitation  come? 

By  whom  is  it  sent  ? 

7.  Who  are  those  that  say  “come”?  21. 

What  is  meant  by  the  “Bride”? 


LESSON  NIL— DEC, 


How  does  the  Spirit  invite  to  Christ  ? 
How  does  the  church  invite  to  Christ  ?’ 
What  is  the  duty  of  those  who  hear  ? 
Who  all  are  invited  to  Christ  ? 

What  is  the  privilege  of  all  who  will  ? 

18.  What  is  the  warning  against  adding  to 

this  book  ? 

What  is  forbidden  in  Deut.  iv.  2. 

19.  Against  what  is' the  second  warning? 
What  three  penalties  are  here  named  ? 
What  is  the  fate  of  those  not  written- 

in  the  book  of  life  ?  Rev.  xx.  15. 
What  does  Christ  say  about  his  coming? 
What  is  the  promise  in  Heb.  ix.  28? 
What  is  the  answer  in  verse  20  ? 

What  is  the  final  ber  ediction  ? 


28.  -REVIEW. 


To  day  we  have  the  last  lesson  of  the  year, 
ut  of  the  last  chapter  in  the  Bible,  the  last 
rophecy,  the  last  invitation,  the  last  warn- 
ig,  and  the  last  words  of  our  Saviour. 

The  illustration  represents  Jesus  as  the 
fountain  of  living  water,  opened  for  sin  and 
rcleanness”  he  invites  all  who  are  thirsty  to 
•me,  ‘land  whosoever  will,  may  come,  and 
ke  of  the  water  of  life  f  reely.”  Have  you 
rsaken  this  fountain  ?  or  are  you  trying  to 


quench  your  thirst  from  a  broken  vessel  of 
this  world  that  holds  no  water?  Will  you 
disregard  his  call  ?  Look  at  the  broken  vessel 
that  is  at  the  foot  of  the  fountain,  it  is  an  em- 
bk  in  of  the  uncertainty  of  life;  take  warn¬ 
ing  by  it  or  it  may  be  too  late — accept  the 
invitation  and  driukin  all  this  Christian  grace. 
It  will  give  joy  and  peace  to  your  heart, 
that  the  Savior  has  come,  and  by  it,  you 
will  have  a  Merry  Christmas. — C.  F.  Lindig. 


a /a  va 
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Children  I  hope  you  have  all  had  a  Christ¬ 
mas  tree,  and  were  made  happy  in  giving 
and  receiving  presents.  To  day  we  have 
our  review,  so  I  thought  to  represent  it  by 
a  tree,  and  show  you  what  we  received  from 
Jesus,  the  Son  of  God,  who  came  into  the 
world  to  make  us  happy.  Christ  is  our 
Christmas-tree,  and  we,  his  children,  are 
the  branches,  the  star  on  the  top,  represents 
the  star  of  Bethlehem,  telling  us  that  Jesus 
our  Savior  has  come  as  the  “light  of  the 
world,”  the  Banner  under  the  Star  is  an 
emblem  of  the  exaltation,  Jesus  is  exalted, 
his  name  is  above  all  others.  The  twelve 
candles  represent  the  twelve  months  of  ihe 
year,  also  the  twelve  lessons  of  the  quarter, 
and  each  lesson  gives  us  light  through  Jesus. 


Seven  years  ago  the  International  lesson; 
committee  planted  a  tree,  and  it  lias  beerr 
growing  and  spreading  its  branches  far  and 
wide  ever  since,  and  thousands  upon  thou¬ 
sands  have  eaten  of  its  spiritual  fruit,  that 
it  bears  all  the  year  round.  Have  you  notr 
been  benefited  by  it?  Have  you  been 
growing  in  wisdom  and  in  grace?  It  is  like 
the  “tree  of  life,”  “by  the  river  of  life.”" 
“whose  leaves  are  for  the  healing  of  the 
nations.”  We  all  have  a  right  to  that  tree- 
and  to  partake  of  its  precious  fruit.  In 
these  seven  years  we  have  studied  the  Bible- 
from  Genesis  to  Revelations.  The  year 
has  almost  ended,  but  let  us  begin  again, 
and  take  the  Bible  to  be  our  guide:  then  we 
will  have  a  Happy  New  Year. — C.  F.  Lindig. 


QUESTIONS. 


1.  The  Old  Types. — Who  is  now  our  high 

priest?  Where  is  he?  how  was  he  ap¬ 
pointed  to  his  work  ?  By  what  experi¬ 
ence  was  he  especially  fitted  to  become 
our  high  priest  ?  To  what  old  Priest- 
king  is  he  likened  ? 

Of  what  were  the  tabernacle,  ark  of  the 
covenant  ,  golden  censer,  cherubim  and 
mercy  seat  the  types?  Who  has  made 
a  perfect  sacrifice  for  us  ?  How  ? 

2.  The  New  Life. — Through  whom  does  our 

new  life  come?  State  three  ways  in 
which  Jesus  sho-wed  himself  to  be  The 
Perfect  Pattern. 

In  what  way  did  Jesus  prove  himself  to 
be  a  perfect  Saviour?  How  may  we 
show  that  we  have  our  life  in  him? 
How  may  we  have  our  sins  forgiven  ? 
Who  will  cleanse  us  from  our  sins 
Who  appeared  to  the  Apostle  John  on 
the  Lord’s  day  ?  Rev.  1:  Hi.  How  is  the 


appearance  of  the  Savior  described  T 
Against  how  many  things  was  the  church 
in  Sardis  warned  ?  How  encouraged1 
at  the  close  of  the  warning?  How  was- 
the  church  in  Philadelphia  encouraged? 

3.  The  Heavenly  glory.  —  In  whose  hand  was 
tie.  book  with  seven  seals'?  Why  did 
John  weep?  Ho-w  was  he  comforted? 
Whither  was  John  carried?  Rev*  21:  10.. 
How  ?  What  did  he  see  descending 
out  of  heaven?  How  many  gates  had 
the  city?  Of  what  made?  Who  was- 
the  light  and  temple  of  it?  Who  walked! 
in  its  light  ?  Who  could  enter  the  city? 
Who  could  not  enter? 

What  was  John  not  to  do  with  the  book? 
Rev.  22:  10.  What  is  said  of  the  unjust 
and  just?  Who  will  come  quickly? 
Who  go  into  the  city?  Who  be  kept 
out  of'  it?  What  final  invitation  is- 
given?  How  does  the  Bible  close.. 


DAILY  LEADINGS. 


Fifth  Week. 

M.  Rev.  3.  1-13.  Tne  message  to  Sirdi-. 

Tu.  Rev.  2.  1-7.  The  message  to  Ephesus. 
W.  Rev.  2.  8-11.  Tne  message  to  Smyrna. 
Th.Rev.  2  12-17.  The  message  to  Pergamos. 
F.  Rev.  2.  18-29.  The  message  to  Thyatira. 
S.  Rev.  3.  14-23.  The  message  to  Laodicea. 
S.  Isa.  55.  1-13.  The  message  to  all. 

First  Week. 

M.  Rev.  5.  1-14.  The  heavenly  song. 

Tu.  Exod.  15  1-19.  The  song  of  Moses 
W.  Judges  5.  1-23.  The  song  of  Deborah. 

Th.  1  Chron.  16  17-35.  The  song  of  David. 

F.  Luke  1.  46-56.  The  song  of  Mary. 

S.  Acts  16.  22-34.  The  song  in  the  prison. 

n  -r.  i-io  1  The  song  of  Moses  and  the 
A  Rev.  lo.  1-3.  }  Lamb 

Second  Week. 

M.  Rev.  21.  22-29, 22. 1-5.  The  heavenly  city. 
Tu.  Rev.21.1-9.  The  new  heaven  and  new  earth. 
W.  Rev.  21.  10-20.  The  new  Jerus'bm. 


Rev.  4.  1-11.  Its  king. 

Rev.  7.  9-17.  Its  people. 

.John  14.  1-10.  Its  preparation. 

Rev.  19.  4-17.  Marriage  of  the  Lamb. 
Third  Week. 

Rev.  22. 10-21.  The  last  words  of  the  Bible- 
.  Gen.  49.  1-33  The  last  words  of  Jacob. 
Dent.  33.  1-29.  The  last  words  of  Moses. 
.  1  Kings  2.  1-11.  The  last  words  of  David. 
Acts  7.  37-30.  The  last  words  of  Stephen. 

2  Tim.  4.  1-22.  The  last  words  of  Paul. 
Matt.  28.  1-20.  The  last  words  of  Jesus. 
Fourth  Week. 

.  a  \  Our  great  High- 
1-0,  /priest. 

The  triumphs  of  faith. 
The  perfect  pattern. 

....  The  love  of  the  Father. 
The  message  to  the  Churches. 
The  heavenly  sonj 


Th 

F. 

S. 

s. 

M. 

Tu, 

W. 

Th 

F. 

8. 


M.  Heb.  4.  14-16;  5. 


.  Heb.  11.  1-10. 

1  Pet.  2.  19-25. 

.  1  John.  4.  7-16. 
Rev.  3.1-13. 

Rev.  5.  1-14. 


Tu 
W. 

Th 
F. 

S.  - - - ,  —  o-  . 

S.  Rev.  21.  21-29;  22. 1-5.  The  heavenly  city 


roRf4pRE  THAjNP^lF 


make  your  friend  a  baadsopic  present.  . 
All  orders  eu:‘  be  r.ddrc..  cd  t  ■>  t' 


The  Saturday  Evening  Post,  published  in  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  is  t-.e 
OLDEST  LITERARY  AND  FAMILY  PAPER  in  the  United  State?, 
now  in  its  59th  year;  its  publishers  have  determined  to  introduce  it  into 
households  in  all  parts  of  the  United  States  and  Canadas.  In  order  to 
accomplish  this,  we  will  present  to  any  person  reading  this  advertisement 
AN  ELEGANTLY  AND  HIGHLY  FINISHED  ROLLED  GOLD 
THIMBLE,  the  regular  retail  price  of  which  is  live  dollars,  and  you 
will  hnd  by  inquiry  many  jewelers  w  ill  charge  you  more  for  the  same  good  % 
The  Post  is  alarge  16-page  weekly  paper,  elegantly  printed,  folded, cut, and 
bound.  With  each  Thimble  we  will  mail  a  copy  oi'tlie  Post,  and  give  you  our 
Special  Club  Rates,  with  a  chance  for  other  Handsome  Premiums. 
We  prepay  allchargcs,  engrave  yournamc,  andsecurely  pack  thcThimble  in  a 
beautiful,  morocco-covered, silk-vclvct-lined  case.  This  I3  tu  Unprece¬ 
dented  Offer,  from  a  Responsible  paper. 

Cut  out  the  attached  Premium  Certificate.  It  costs  you  nothing. 

PREMIUM  CERTIFICATE. 

1  This  is  to  Certify,  that  the  publisher  of  the  Saturday  Evening 
lPofct  hereby  agre.  s,on  receipt  of  this  Premium  Certificate,  to-| 

S  get  her  with  One  Dollar  (to  pay  for  case  and  engraving  name),  to  S 

■  forward, all  Express  or  Mail  charges  Prepaid, and  Guarantee  ton 

■  reach  its  destination  in  Perfect  Order,  one  of  our  $5.00  Thimbles,  I 
gwith  your  name  Elegantly  Engraved  thereon,  and  securely! 

packed  in  one  of  our  Morocco-covered,  Silk-velvet-linedl 
(Thimble  Coses.  We  further  agree  to  seud  a  copy  of  the  Postl 
]  with  our  Special  Club  Rates.  In  ordering,  give  number  ofl 

■  Thimble  desired,  enclose  this  Premium  Certificate,  with  one| 

I  dollar,  and  send  to  SATURDAY  EVENING  POST, 

InnocaselJ  720  Sansom  Street,  Philadelphia, Pa. 

can  wesendg 
more  than* 

one  Thimble  to  any  ONE  FAMILY,  as  above  agreed,  or  more  than  one  with  each 
Premium  Certificate,  ond  all  orders  mu  t  be  accompanied  by  the  Premium 
Certificate,  that  we  may  know  you  are  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  this  offer.  We  have 
taken  this  NOVEL  AND  LIBERAL  manner  of  introducing  the  Post  in  new 
homes,  expecting  to  boou  increase  our  circulation  Ten-fold,  as  already  many  who 
have  received  the  Thimble  have  show  n  their  appreciation  of  00  Beautiful  a  Gift 
ding  us  Lan^c  Club*  for  tli  *  Post.  As  to  our  reliability,  it,  is  sufficient  to 
say  that  the  Po-  t  has  been  published  for  the  past  69  YEARS,  and  NEVER 
HISSED  AN  ISSUE,  tZT  Sample  Copies  Free.  C2T  When  you  order,  give 
instructions  how  you  wish  your  name  engraved.  We  will  engrave  name  in  full,  in¬ 
itials,  or  Christian  name,  as  dosir<  d.  tTf/*  This  Advertisement  will  not  ap¬ 
pear  again.  Order  now!  If  you  do  nut  wish  one  f«.r  yourself,  order  one,  and 
how  this  splendid  offer  to  your  neighbors.  Write  your  name  plainly. 
~_i.”7EDAY  EVENING  POST,  725  Sansom  Street,  Philadelphia,  T% 


NEW  AND  BEAUTIFUL 

REWARD  CARDS  for  SUNDAY  AND  DAY 
SCHOOLS.  Prices  to  suit  the  times.  Over  1)00  kinds 
and  designs,  comprising  Motto  Cards,  Reward  Cards, 
Scripture  Text  Cards,  Sentiment  Cards,  Bible  Verse 
Cards,  (Food  Device  Cards,  and  Hymnal  Cards 
Teachers’  price-list  EDUCATIONAL  CARDS  SENT 
FREE  to  any  address.  J.  H.  BUFFORD’S  SONS, 
Maunfacturing  Publishers  of  Novelties  in  Fine  Arts, 
141  to  147  Franklin  St.,  Boston,  Mass. 

WITTENBERG  COLLEGE. 

SPRINGFIELD,  OHIO. 

For  a  thorough  course  of  Education,  and  for 
beauty  and  healthfulness  of  location,  this  Institu¬ 
tion  is  unsurpassed.  The  next  term  begins  on  the 
6th  day  of  September,  1878  Ladies  are  admitted  as 
day  students,  and  boarding  and  rooms  have  been 
procured  lor  them  in  pleasant  families  near  the 
College.  The  following  is  a  near  estimate  of  the 
mecessary  expenses  of  each  student : 

Tuition,  $30  per  year;  Room  rent,  $9;  Fuel  and 
light,  $12;  Boarding,  from  $1.75  to  $2.25  per  vreek. 
Collegiate  year,  40  weeks. 

For  Catalogue  or  lurther  particulars,  address 

Rev.  J.  B.  HELWIG,  D.  D.,  President, 

Springfield,  Ohio. 

A  copy  of  my  Med¬ 
ical  Common 
Sense  Book 

will  be  sent  to  any  person  afflicted  with  Consumption 
Bronchitis,  Asthma,  Sore  Throat,  or  Nasal  Catarrh.  It 
is  elegantly  printed  and  illustrated.  144  pages.  12- 
mo,  1879.  It  has  been  the  means  in  the  providence 
of  God  of  saving  many  valuable  lives.  Send  name 
and  post  office  address,  with  six  cents  postage  for 
mailing.  The  book  is  invaluable  to  persons  suffer¬ 
ing  with  any  disease  of  the  Nose,  Throat  o  i  Lungs. 
d2t  Address  Dr.  N.  B.  WOLFE,  Cincinnati,  O. 


THE  BEST  GIFT 

For  all  times, 

HOLIDAYS,  WEDDING,  BIRTHDAY, 

ANNIVERSARY,  or  any  other  day;  for 

PASTOR,  TEACHER,  PARENT,  CHILD,  FRIEND, 

M  wwia 


FREE  GIFT! 


A  SPLENDID  PRESENT!  I  will  send  by  mail  a 
Handsome  48  page  Autograph  Album,  beauti¬ 
fully  illustrated,;for  25  cts.  Address 

R,G.  GANDY,  Perth  Amboy,  N.  J. 


WEBSTER’S  UNABRIDGED. 

tfEW  EDITIOX. 

Now  added,  a  ^UPI^T^^IENT  of  ov*er 

4600  NEW  WORDS  and  Meanings. 

ALSO  ADDED,  A  NEW 

Biographical  Dictionary 
of  over  970 0  NAMES. 

A  NATIONAL  STANDARD. 

W  F.  BSTER'S  is  the  Dictionary  used  in 
the  Government  Printing  Office.  Jan  1870. 

Every  State  purchase  of  Dictionaries  for  Schools 
has  been  of  Webster. 

Books  in  the  Public  Schools  of  the  United  States 
are  mainly  based  on  Webster. 

Sale  of  Webster's  is  30  times  as  great  as  the  sale 
of  any  other  series  of  Dictionaries. 

THIETY-TWO  THEOUSAITD  COPIES  have  been  placed 
in  thejpublic  schools  of  the  U.  S. 

Engravings,—  contains  30’>0.  nearly  three  times 
as  many  as  any  other  Dictionary. 

Recommended  by  State  Superintendants  of  Schoo  Is 
in  35  States,  and  by  50  College  Presidents. 

Published  by  C.  1 ;  C.  MSP.EIAM,  Springfield,  Ms, 


The  Great  Educational  Paper  of 
Canada 

— HAS  RECEIVED — 

Aii  Honorable  Mention  at  Paris  Exhibition ,  1878. 
Recommended  by  the  Minister  of  Education  for  Ontario. 
Recommended  by  the  Council  of  Public  Inst.,  Quebec. 
Recommended  by  Chief  Sup t.  of  Edc..  New  Brunswick'. 
Recommended  by  Chief  Sv.pt.  of  Edc..  Nova  Scotia. 
Recommended  by  '  hief.Supt.  of  Edc..  Brit.  Columbia. 
Recommended  by  Chief  Supt.  of  Edc..  Manitoba. 

THE  CANADA  SCHOOL  JOURNAL 

IS  EDITED  II V 

A  Committee  of  some  of  the  Leading  Educationists  in 
Ontario.  Assisted  by  able  Provincial  Editors  in  the 
Provinces  of  Quebec,  Nova  Scotia.  New  Brunswick , 
Prince  Edward  Island.  Manitoba,  and  British  t  'ohnnbia, 
thus  having  each  section  of  the  nonunion  fully  no  re¬ 
sented. 

Contains  Twenty-four  Pages  of  Reading  Matter, 
Each  number  contains  live  Editorials;  Contribu¬ 
tions  on  important  Educational  topics;  Selections— 
Headings  lor  tiio  School  Boom  :  and  Notes  and  News 
from  each  Province. 

PRACTICAL  DEPARTMENT  will  always  con¬ 
tain  useJul  hints  on  methods  of  teaching  different 
subjects. 

MATHEMATICAL  DEPARTMENT  gives  solu¬ 
tions  to  difficult  problems  also  on  Examination 
Papers. 

Ol  I IU1AL  DEPARTMENT  contains  such  regu¬ 
lations  as  may  be  issued  from  time  to  time. 

Subscription,,  II. 0>J  per  annum ,  stric.tly  in  advance. 


A  Club  of  1,000  Subscribers  from  ttovi  Scotia. 

EDUCATION  <  IFFICK, 

(Copy)  Halifax,  N.  Nov.  16,.  1878. 

Messrs.  ADAM  MILLER  A  (JO..  Toronto,  tint. 

Dear  Sirs. — In  order  to  meetthe  wishes  of  our 
teachers  in  various  parts  of  the' Province,  and  to 
secure  tor  them  the  advantage  of  your  excellent 
periodical,  i  hereby  subscribe  in  their  behalf  for  one 
thousand  (1.0  0)  copies  at  club  rates  mentioned  in 
your  re  cent  esteemed  favor.  S  ibscriptions  will  begin 
with  January  issue,  and  lists  will  be  forwarded  to 
your  office  in  a  few  days  Yours  truly, 

DAVID  ALL1SO It ,  Chief  Supt:  of  Education. 
In  February.  1879.  A  CLUB  O  F600  was  formed  in  SliV 
B R I  NSWli.  PC. 


THE  CANADA  SCHOOL  JOURNAL 

No  w  has  a  Circuta  tion  of  nearly 6000. 

It  is  one  of  the  cheapest  and  best  Educational  Paper., 
published  i.i  America,  and  should  be  in  the  hands  of 
every  Prude”,  Teacheiffind  Student. 


OPINIONS  CF  THE  PSESS: 

The  (onada  School  Journal  for  November  is  a  mos 
excellent  number.  It  ranks  among  the  best  o 
monthlies. — Educational  H  eck-fy ,  Chicoyo. 

An  <  xc-dlent  publication. — Pacific  School  Journal 
San  Fra  t  co. 

A  publication  that  no  teacher  can  do  without.- 
Ca n  a d a  Presbyterian. 

OPINIONS  0?  LEADING  EDUCATIONISTS: 

I-eortlully  recommend  tin-  Canada  School  Journc 
to  the  teachers  J  New  Brunswick.  THEODORE  II 
RAND.  M.  A  ,  D.  L.  C..  Chief  Supt.  Edneatior 
Fredericton,  N  B. 

1  (-i \  v alur.de  and  instructive.  X  read  it  wit 
much -interest,.-  Hon.  J.  W.  S1MONDS,  State  Sup; 
Pub.  Ins  N.H.  1 

Tour  Journo!  1  consider  invaluable,  and  can  n 
more  dispense  with  it  than  lean  with  our  Col.  Scho< 
and  I-  o me  Journal,  Wm.  VT.  ANDERSON  J’rii 
Public  Sclw  -  1-,  Santa  Ciuz.  .Tune  il,  1878. 

It  is  the  leading  Journal  of  Education  ir.  the  Di 
minion;  lull  of  articles  of  practical  teaching,  gus 
gestions  and  useful  hints  from  successful  teacher 
evervu  he.  e.  No  Trustee.  Corporation,  or  Sclioo 
Teacher  -  hould  be  without  it.  H.  L.  SLACK  M  A 
I.P.S.,  Co-  Lanark. 

T°  T (ochcrs ,  ColL'oes,  Booksellers  and  Publishers  th 
Canada  School  Journal  is  the  best  advertisin 
rrtediv.m  m  Canada.  ... 

Ad  dress  W.  .J.  Gage  A:  Coy, 

I)ec-  2t  Toronto,  Ont.,  Canada. 


BARNEY  &  BERRY’S 

SKATES. 


Catalogue  sent  Free. 
Address, 

BARNEY  4  BERRY, 
Springfield,  Mass 


UiH 


IRON  AND  ALUM  MASS. 


A  never-failing  Remedy  for 

Silk,  or  Nervous  Headache, 

will  guarantee  sutisfabtory  results  in  every  instance 
or  refunds  the  amount  paid.  We  do  no I  include  all 
kinds  of  Headaches  in  this  offer.  Only  Sick  or 
N  i  rvous  Headaches. 

This  wonderful  Remedy  is  nothing  more  nor  less 
than  the  unadulterated  natural  properties  of  “  Min¬ 
eral  Water,”  obtained  from  the  celebrated  Seven 
Springs,  in  Washington  County,  Va.  It  is  neither 
a  patent  nor  proprietory  medicine. 

It  is  perfectly  harmless,  and  always  ready  for  use. 
It  way  be  proper  to  state,  that  although  Headache 
is  made  prominent  in  this  notice,  it  is  the,  least  con- 
plaint  for  which  the  “Iron  and  Alum  Mass”  is  ei  - 
cient,  which  will  be  explained  when  it  is  tried. 

Price  $1.00  per  package,  or  6 .for  $5.00. 

Sent  by  mail,  postpaid.  Full  directions  with  each 
package.  Pamphlet,  mailed  to  any  person  free. 

Address 

Landrum  &  Litchfield, 

Artxgton,  Va. 

Always  mention  u  Seven  Springs,  Jtfasji,”  when 
you  order  from  the  Druggist. 

We  have  had  dealings  with  Landrum  fy  Litchfield  for 
several  years ,  and  have  always  found  them  (/ entlemanl 
and  reliable.  P.  Anstadt,  Ed.  Teachers1  Journal. 


BEAUTIFUL 

“MEW  STYLE 


ft  SI  H  RBtaSolidWai- 
R I K  a *3  III  Hnut  Case.  5 
-  __  . —  w  E  ff'eEe  Octaves  and 

4  Stops  only  $41.  Elegant  new  9  Stop  Organ,  two  full 
sets  Reeds  only  $59.  Elegant  new  Rosewood  $800. 
PARLOR  ffl  a|#|  only  $M  3.  All  senton 

UPRIGHTriANU  home.  Illustrated  Cata¬ 
logues  F  53  E  E  with  thousands  of  references.  Address 

if.  S.  PIANO  &■  ORGAN  CO.  NEW  YORK. 


THE  RIFLE  MODE  (IF  BAPTISM. 

This  is  tli e  title  of  a  closely  printed,  four  page 
tract,  containing  the  strongest  arguments  which  can 
he  produced  that  sprinkling  is  the  Scripture  Mode 
of  Baptism. 

It  is  written  in  a  popular  style,  and  is  designed  to 
be  put  into  tlie  hands  of  church,  members  whose 
minds  have  been  disturbed  by  the  arguments  of  Im¬ 
mersion  is  ts. 

For  sale  at  the  office  of  the  Teachers'  Joints al. 

Price:  100  copies,  $0.00;  50  copies,  $1.75 ;  25  copies, 
$1.00;  single  copy,  5  cents.  Sent  by  mail  on  receipt 
of  above  prices. 


THE  SEVEN  CALUMNIES, 

A  CONTROVERSY  BETWEEN 

XI  e  v  .  X*  .  ANSTADT, 

— a  nd— 

Father  Tl  IOS.  McGOVERN, 

( Roman  Catholic  Priest.) 

TEA  NS  U  BSTA  NT  I A  T I  ON.  IT  KG  A  TOR  Y 
SALVATION  BY  WORKS,  INFAL 
LIRILITY  OF  THE  POPE.  PO¬ 
LITICAL  intrigues,  PA¬ 
PAL  BULLS,  and  BIBLE 
BURNING. 

■SECOND  REVISED"  EDITION. 

Published  a  t  the  office  of  -  THE  TEACHERS’  JOI^VAI 
For  15  cents  it  will  be  sent  free  of  postage 
designated  address. 


1819  BEATTY’S  188Q 

HOLIDAY  GREETING. 


BEATTY  P'*MSIK5^« 


-  Square  Grand 

Style  «Io.  S 023-  "Magnificent  Rosewood  Case,  Solid 
Rosewood fanev  Mouldings,  new  valuable  improvements, 
elegantly  finished.  T  Aree  f  ,  rinjgrs.  'Wei glit,  when  box* 
ed,-over  l.DOOlos.  'Seven ■one-third  (7  1-3T  octave,  full-agraffe 
scale, «extra  fine  t<  sewood  •ease,  nil  round  comers,  leautb 
ful  carved  legs  nnd  lyre,  heavy  serpentine  and  topmor.kl- 
ings  ell  around  thecase,!  an  finished  samrtis  front.  Beatty’s 
vc  ry  latest  full  iron  frames,  bars  and  extra  braces,  improv¬ 
ed  new  scale,  overstrung  bass.  French  grrand  action,  fret 
desk,  carved  pedal,  ivory  key  fronts,  capped  hammers, 
and  every  improvement  which  can  in  ojjy  way  tend  to 
theperfection  of  thd*instrument  has  been  added.  Jtis  a 

mapniiieentl’ianofortefornHoliday  liift  ESegular  Ite* 

_ _  taili’riceaskedliytheMonopolists  obmit  $!OOOi 

AT1  A  TVT  A  f1  ^\TTT,TPT^!\T^I,  fITT,rPthis  Piano  would  make  to  a,  -friend  of  yours  for  a  Christmas,  or  New 
Vvll/lx  lunlTAH  II  AuiiiU  1  VT  .t  A  Years  present.  Ino:  dor  that  this  gift  may  be  placed  within  the 

reach  of  all,  I  will  sell  this  beautiful  Sqna.ro  Hano,  box  (land  delivered  on  board  of  cars,  with  a  fine-Cover,  Etook, 
nn 3  $25  Stool,  all  comnlete  for  only  $‘.355,©0,thea  »ove  is  a  correct  cut  of  thisb-  autiful  instrument,  war’ntd  6  years 

~  .  New  and  Elegant  Upright  Cabinet  Parlor  Organs,  style  No.  2400  Throe  (3)  Set 
*  Golden  Tongue  R  eds,  Thirteen  (1 3)Stops.  TWo  <2)  Knoc^wolls.  Solid  walnut  case, 
|FancyTop,<fcc.  Warranted  Six  Years, all  the  modern  improvements  with  Stool 
"and  Book,  boxed  and  delivered  on  board  of  cars,  Cor  only  $98.00,  this 

_ _  ■Cabinet  Parlor  Organ  is  the  sweetest  toned  instrument  ever  before  manufac- 

turedin  this  or  any  other  country.  Order  one  fora  Holiday  Present,  or  for  your  own  fireside.  Special  Holiday  Offers 
r  ow  ready,  onall  styles  of  the  Beatty  Piano,  Grand  Square  and  Upright,  and  Church,  Hall,  Chapel,  and  Parlor  Organs. 
'IfiVew  Pianos,  Stool,  Cover,  Book  $  1  43  upwards.  t3H%'ew  Organs,  Stool,  Ii»ok  $55  <fc  Upwards,  Warranted, 
E3T  Send  referenceor  have  instrument  consigned  to  your  express  Agt.  Freight  Apt.  or  Bank  Cashier.  Pnv  only  after  you 
fullytest  at  your  own  fireside.  Cash  with  Order  have  preference  on  order  book.  Money  refunded  if  unsatisfactory. 

AT  Ql  ipACCC  Once  more  I  am  permitted  to  send  forth  my  Holiday  Greeting.  Never  before  has  my 
VllxUn  I  OU  vOtlOO-enormous  business  been  so  large  as  it  is  at  the  present  moment,  now  near- 
1  r l y  a  hundred  thonsandof  my  celebrated  instruments  have  found  their  way  to 
happy  firesides  in  all  parts  of  the  civilized  world.  Upon  the  strength  of  this  great  success,  our  citizens  have  -chosen  me 
their  Mayor,  by  the  largest  majority  ever  before  cast.  So  great  has  been  the  demand  for  my  world  renowned  instru¬ 
ments,  f  many  of  which  1  saw  while  traveling  in  Europe  last  year.)  I  am  competed  to  erect  tne  largest  factory  (that  is 
selling  direct  to  the  public)  on  Earth.  Situated  as  it  is  on  oneof  the  finest  locations  in  N.  ,T.,  at  Washington,  Cor.  Rail- 
Road  Ave^and  Beatty  St.,  (Name  of  street  changed  to  Beatty,  by  act  of  council  in  honororthe  great  enterprise,)  and 
within  one  hundred  yards  of  the  Junction  of  four  different  rail-roads,  leaving  for  all  parts  of  thecountry.  Some  idea 
•of  this  immense  structure  can  be  gained  from  the  following  viz,,  In  its  construction  over  three  hundred  tons  of  lumber 
were  required,  thirty  tons  of  slate  were  used  in  its  roofing.  It  contains  nearly  four  hundred  widows  an  Engine  of  sixty 
horse  power,  drives  over  §9, 000  worth  of  the  finest  wood  working  machinery.  The  above  cut  gives  but  a  faint  discription 
*>f  this  mammoth  building.  tST  Iiabor  and  Material  is  Advancing,  if  you  ever  intend  to  buy  an  instrument, 
Wow  is  yonr  Opportunity.  Ifyou  do  not  want  one  for  your  own  fireside,  buy  for  a  Holiday  Gift  for  your  friend, 
J3T Latest  Illustrated  Newspaper,  (Holiday  Edition)  Sent  Free.  frW*  Please  show  this  Holiday  Offer  to  roiir  l'ricnds. 

ADDRESS  ALL  ORDERS  TO  - - -  “  ‘  . . ' . ‘ 


-aoi  .’stool,  all  complete  for  oaiy 

ORGANS! 


DANIEL  F.  BEATTY.  Washington,  flow  Jersey. 


(tILLOTT’S  steel  pens. 


8r  Sty’es  to  a’!  hands, 

may  ba  had  of  all  Dealers 
throughout  the  WORLD. 


REDUCTION  !N  PRICE ! 


per 


Before  selecting  your  Sunday-school  Helps  for 
-iodicais:  The  National  Sunday  School  Teacher  5 


S80,  send  for  free  samples  of  our 

5  The  National  Quarterly  ;  Tlie 
Scholar’s  Weekly,  and  The  Little  Folks.  They  are  Reduced  in  Price,  Newly 
Illustrated,  Re-arranged,  and  in  every  wav  made  belter  than  ever. 

ADArAS,  BLACKMER,  &  LYON  PTTB.  CO.,  OHIO  AGO.  ILL. 


VINE  -WATCHES  LOWER. 

New  Price  List  of  American  Waltham 
Watches,  with  description  ao<l  prices  of 
over  100  fine  Gold  or  Silver  Watches  sent 
free  to  any  L-ldrcss.  If.  describes  how 
I  send  Watches  to  all  parisof  the  country 
to  be  hilly  examined  before  paying  any 
■uuey.  Undoubted  Reference  given, 
perhaps  in  your  own  town. 

N.  H.  WHITE,  Jeweler.  Newarfc,  N.  J. 


BUCKEYE  BELL  FOUNDRY. 

Established  ±dir4. 

Superior  Bell- of  ('ojywr  am/  Tin,  mounted 
with  the  best  Rotary  Hanyimjs.  lor  C/mrc/ies. 
Schools.  Forms  Factories.  Court-houses,  Fire 
Alarms.  Tower  Clocks  etc  Fully  Won  anted. 

Illustrated  Catalogue  scut  Free. 
Vanou7kn  r  r  1  pt .  11JJ  K.  2d  St.,  Cincinnati. 


The  redaction  here  announced  in  the  price  of  The  San  day  S>  hool  Times 
puts  that  paper  within  the  reach  of  every  Sunday- school:  in  the  land.  It  now  becomes, 
unquestionably,  the  cheapest  weekly  paper  of  its  size  and  character  in  the  United 
States.  It  gives  83d  large  pages  (11x16  inches)  of  reading  matter  a  year,  or  over 
eight  pages  for  a  cent  at  its  lowest  dub  rate.  It  costs  le.-s  than  two  eents  a  week  for 
each  member  of  a  club  of  twenty  or  more  persons.  Schools  that  have  been  taking 
other  publications  because  the  club  rates  of  The-  Sunday  School  Times  were  higher 
than  they  could  afford,  will  not  he  slow  to  appreciate  these  new  prices.  The  lowest 
rate  heretofore  for  a  club  of  less  than,  tlnriy  copies  has  been  §1.90  for  each  paper. 
Row  the  price  for  twenty  copies,  or  over,  is  §1  00  for  each  paper.  The  reduction.  i3 
a  bold  one,  and  even  the  present  large  circulation  does  not  warrant  it,  hut  the  change 
is  desirable  for  the  due  extension-  of  its  field,  and  the  necessary  increased  circulation 
is  sure  to  come.  Lower  prices  do  not  mean  a  poorer  paper,  or  less  of  it, — on  the 
contrary,  it  is  purposed  to  make  the  paper  better  than  ever  before  in  all  of  its 
departments. 

Here  are  the  'New  Tales. — Frcm  one  to  four  copies,  §2  each.  From  five 
to  nine  copies,  in  a  package  to  one  address,  §1.50  each.  From  ten  to  nineteen  copies, 
in  a  package  to  one  address,  §1.15  each.  Twenty  copies  or  more  in  a  package  to  one 
address,  §1.00  each  These  prices  include  postage,  which  is  prepaid  by  the  publisher. 
Subscriptions  will  he  taken  for  any  portion  of  a  year  at  yearly  rates.  "While  the 
papers  for  a  club  mnst  he  sent  m  a  package  to  one  address,  the  publisher  desires  to 
have  for  reference  the  names  of  all  the  subscribers.  He,  therefore,  requires  that 
each  club  subscription  he  accompanied  with  a  list  of  the  names  and  addresses  of 
the  persons  who  are  to  use  the  paper. 

Superintendents  will  remember  that  they  can  try  the  paper  in  their  schools  for  a 
portion  of  a  year  at  the  yearly  rate.  Twenty  teachers  can  be  supplied  for  three 
months  for  five  dollars.  Why  not  begin  now? 

Any  reader  of  this  advertisement,  who  has  never  been  a  subscriber  to  The 
Sunday  School  Times,  can  receive  it  on  trial  every  week  for  three  months  for 
twenty-five  cents.  Send  also  for  a  free  specimen  of  The  Scholars’  Quarterly,  a  forty- 
four -page  scholars’  lesson  help,  containing  a  colored  map,  beautiful  illustrative 
pictures,  and  a  great  variety  of  valuable  lesson  matter.  Address, 

JOHN  D.  WATTLES,  Publisher,  725  Chestnut  St.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Keep  this  for  reference. 


